
Chapter 9

In Chapter 9 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena visits Kaltain in the dungeon, where she
is confined in harsh conditions with minimal provisions. Kaltain, weakened and
disheveled, reveals her despair and hints at deeper schemes, suggesting she feels
used by those in power. Their interaction is tense, with Kaltain providing cryptic
comments about the influence of others and her own fractured memories, implying
she is caught in a web of manipulation. Celaena's concern grows as she observes
Kaltain’s fragile state and the apparent injustice of her treatment, fueling her resolve
to uncover the truth behind her imprisonment.

The chapter delves into the complex relationship between Celaena and Kaltain,
emphasizing the girl’s mental and physical deterioration. Kaltain's mention of her
bruises and her admission that she is being kept in the dark about her purpose
highlight her vulnerability and the sinister environment she endures. Celaena’s
empathy is evident as she considers the cruelty inflicted upon Kaltain and reflects on
the broader corruption within the court. The conversation underscores themes of
betrayal and the loss of innocence amidst political machinations.

As Kaltain speaks of her fractured memories and her suspicion that she is being used
for unknown purposes, Celaena begins to grasp the extent of the court’s
manipulations. Kaltain hints at a looming threat, suggesting that something significant
is approaching and that she is meant to “greet” it, adding a layer of foreboding to the
narrative. Celaena’s decision to leave her cloak as a gesture of compassion
underscores her internal conflict—she recognizes the girl’s suffering but also
understands the danger of getting involved in court intrigues.

The chapter concludes with a reflection on the injustice faced by Kaltain and the
broader implications of the court’s cruelty. Nehemia’s outrage about the guards'
neglect and the treatment of court members like Kaltain highlights the widespread



corruption. The storm outside symbolizes the chaos and upheaval within the court and
Celaena’s world. The chapter ends with a sense of impending change, as Kaltain’s
cryptic warning about something coming hints at future conflicts and revelations that
will challenge Celaena’s understanding of her enemies and allies alike.


