
Chapter 30

The chapter opens with Celaena standing over a brutalized, bloodied body,
overwhelmed by the sight of the mutilated remains and the scent of blood filling the
room. Her focus is on the death of Nehemia, a vibrant and courageous princess who
had been a symbol of hope for her people. The scene underscores her profound grief
and sense of guilt, as she laments her absence at the moment of Nehemia's death.
The atmosphere is tense and somber, emphasizing the tragic loss and the emotional
weight Celaena bears, highlighting her internal struggle amidst the chaos and violence
surrounding her.

As Celaena processes her grief, her attention is drawn to Dorian, the prince, whose
tears reveal his own anguish. She reaches out to him, her fingers trembling and
bloody, illustrating her connection to the loss and her own physical and emotional
scars. The scene intensifies as a voice behind her calls her name, signaling a betrayal.
Celaena recognizes that she has been betrayed by those she trusted, and her sense of
isolation deepens. Her realization that her enemies have orchestrated this betrayal
marks a pivotal moment, exposing the deep treachery that has unfolded around her.

The narrative then shifts to a fierce confrontation between Celaena and Chaol,
revealing her loss of composure and her descent into rage. She launches herself at
Chaol, attacking him with desperation and fury, driven by the betrayal and her grief.
The fight becomes brutal, with Celaena physically overpowering Chaol, her nails and
dagger threatening his life. Despite his attempts to restrain her and calm her down,
her rage is uncontrollable, and her actions are fueled by raw emotion and a sense of
betrayal. This violent encounter underscores her fractured state and the devastating
impact of the betrayal on her psyche.

In the climax, Chaol tries to appeal to her as her friend, but Celaena’s hatred and
sense of betrayal overpower her reason. She fiercely resists his words and attempts to



kill him, her grip on the dagger unrelenting. The scene culminates with her being
restrained as Ress intervenes, knocking her unconscious. Her struggle and the
violence depict her profound emotional turmoil and the loss of her former self. The
chapter ends with a sense of unresolved tension, as Celaena’s fractured mind and
body lie battered, emphasizing the tragic consequences of betrayal and grief, and
setting the stage for her future path.


