
Chapter 44

In Chapter 44 of *Crown of Midnight*, Dorian becomes intrigued by Celaena’s
mysterious actions as she explores the ancient catacombs beneath the library. He
observes her entering a hidden spiral staircase, driven by curiosity and concern,
especially since her behavior—such as carrying a sword and braiding her
hair—indicates she’s preparing for a confrontation. Following her discreetly, Dorian’s
suspicions grow as he notices her rummaging through old, discarded parchment and
books, hinting at her search for secrets hidden within the labyrinthine underground
passages. His unease intensifies when he senses that she’s delving into something
dangerous and possibly linked to the dark history of the place.

As Celaena ventures deeper into the clock tower’s forgotten corridors, she encounters
remnants of a long-forgotten past—destroyed cells, extinguished torches, and a
foreboding darkness that seems almost alive. Her focus shifts to uncovering what lies
beneath the surface, especially the connection between the tower’s construction and
the mysterious, ancient powers at play. She recognizes that the structure’s origins are
intertwined with the king’s dark deeds, hinting at the use of forbidden materials like
obsidian, which are associated with divine prohibition and fear. Her investigation
reveals that the clock tower was built with ominous intent, possibly to contain or
harness otherworldly forces, and that the keys to these secrets are far larger and more
dangerous than she initially believed.

Meanwhile, Celaena’s escape from the haunted clock tower becomes a frantic effort to
avoid unseen threats lurking in the shadows. She recalls the deadly encounters with
the dead and the warnings about the eight guardians within the tower, emphasizing
the perilous landscape she navigates. Her physical and mental strain is evident as she
pushes through the dark, determined to uncover the truth but wary of the unseen
entities that seem to track her every move. Her use of her amulet’s faint glow and her



careful marking of her path highlight her strategic approach to survival amid the
oppressive darkness and lurking danger.

In the climax of her exploration, Celaena encounters a mysterious, imprisoned
creature—an entity that has been forgotten and mistreated, yet now aware and
capable of feeding and hunting. This creature’s history of being locked away, its
knowledge of marks and doors, and its potential link to her own past and the tower’s
dark secrets suggest a complex web of betrayal and ancient magic. As she senses its
presence and the threat it poses, her awareness grows that her actions have set in
motion a dangerous chain of events. The chapter ends on a tense note, with Celaena
confronting the darkness both around her and within herself, emphasizing the
overarching themes of power, secrecy, and the costs of uncovering forbidden truths.


