
Chapter 39

In Chapter 39 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena is depicted observing Archer's
townhouse from a concealed vantage point, wary of the clandestine gathering inside.
She reflects on her conflicted feelings about her involvement with Archer and his
movement, recognizing the complex ties to Nehemia, who was part of this secretive
group. Despite her desire to distance herself, she grapples with her sense of loyalty
and the necessity of her covert mission, which involves monitoring Archer's activities
and the people attending his gatherings. The snowstorm adds a layer of tension and
obscurity, reinforcing her cautious approach as she assesses the scene unfolding
before her.

The chapter details Celaena’s detailed surveillance of the gathering, identifying
familiar faces among the cloaked guests and noting unfamiliar ones, including a young
guard she recognizes from a previous encounter. She observes the interactions of the
guards and the movements of key individuals, especially a tall, armed young man who
appears to be a significant figure in the gathering. Her observations hint at underlying
tensions and secret dealings, as she notes Archer’s dismissive attitude towards this
young man, culminating in a heated exchange outside Archer’s house. The scene
underscores the dangerous, covert nature of these clandestine meetings and
Celaena’s role as an outsider trying to piece together the mystery.

Later, Celaena’s internal conflict deepens as she contemplates her emotional
detachment and exhaustion from her ongoing missions. She considers trailing the
young stranger, but her focus remains on monitoring Archer’s departure, especially as
she prepares to execute her plan involving a fake corpse for the king. Her sense of
disillusionment grows as she recognizes the toll her actions are taking on her, feeling
increasingly disconnected from her previous motivations and relationships. Her
weariness is compounded by her awareness of the risks involved and her uncertain



future once her current objectives are accomplished.

The chapter concludes with Celaena visiting Dorian’s tower, where she contemplates
her interactions with the prince. Her arrival is marked by a sense of hesitation and
introspection, as she debates whether to accept his invitation for dinner. Dorian’s cozy,
somewhat shabby tower contrasts with her expectations of grandeur, providing a
moment of respite and normalcy amidst her turbulent life. Their conversation reveals a
shared bond, tinged with underlying tension, as Celaena appreciates the rare moments
of laughter and connection. This scene emphasizes her emotional fatigue and longing
for genuine human interaction, even if it feels conflicted or misplaced in her current
state.


