
Chapter 15

The chapter opens with a bustling scene in the Great Hall during dinner, where
Celaena, typically preferring solitude, joins the crowd to witness Rena Goldsmith’s
performance honoring Prince Hollin’s return. The hall is filled with nobility, courtiers,
and guards, creating an atmosphere of tension and intrigue. Celaena observes the
royal family and the young prince Hollin, whose appearance and circumstances evoke
a mix of pity and curiosity. The setting underscores the political and social dynamics at
play, highlighting the court’s opulence and underlying tensions, as Celaena navigates
her place within this environment.

Chaol unexpectedly joins Celaena at her table, bringing along his guards, which
signifies a shift in their relationship and her standing within the court. The guards’
cautious politeness and Ress’s lively gossip reveal a moment of camaraderie amidst
the courtly veneer. Ress recounts a humorous and scandalous story involving a royal
misadventure, illustrating the juxtaposition of court gossip and the underlying
seriousness of political life. Chaol’s relaxed demeanor and the guards’ respect for him
emphasize his authority and the subtle power dynamics at work, while Celaena’s
playful banter with Chaol provides a brief respite from the tension.

The focus then shifts to Rena Goldsmith’s musical performance, which captivates the
entire hall. Her ethereal voice and skillful harp and violin playing create an almost
hypnotic atmosphere, drawing the audience into a world of distant lands and
legendary tales. Rena’s choice of song, an ancient legend about a powerful Fae
woman, adds a layer of boldness and symbolism, especially as she dedicates it to the
royal family. The song’s story of a misunderstood and feared woman who finds love
and acceptance through a knight’s genuine regard underscores themes of power,
loneliness, and true understanding, resonating deeply with the emotional
undercurrents of the scene.



As the performance concludes, Celaena is moved to tears, overwhelmed by the song’s
poignant story and its emotional depth. Her reaction is subtly acknowledged by Chaol,
whose quiet support offers her comfort amid the courtly setting. The chapter ends with
a moment of shared understanding between them, highlighting the emotional
connection and mutual respect that underpins their relationship. The scene
encapsulates the power of music and art to transcend political and social barriers,
revealing deeper truths about identity, love, and acceptance within a richly textured
court environment.


