
Chapter 46

In Chapter 46 of "Crown of Midnight," Celaena discovers that a crucial inscription is an
anagram, revealing a hidden message tied to the Wyrdkeys. She uncovers that the
first Wyrdkey is concealed within Elena’s crown, specifically in a secret compartment
beneath the jewel. As she examines the crown under moonlight, her trepidation grows,
realizing the significance of this discovery and contemplating the dangerous power it
holds. The chapter emphasizes her cautious approach and inner conflict about whether
to destroy, hide, or use the key, highlighting the high stakes involved in her quest.

The chapter delves into Mort’s revelations about the history of the Wyrdkeys, revealing
that the current king found the first key at a young age and has been using its power
for his own purposes. Mort explains that the king’s exploration of forbidden places and
reading of ancient texts led him to discover the key’s location. This newfound
knowledge confirms suspicions about the king’s manipulations and his potential
possession of the other keys. Mort’s insights deepen the mystery surrounding the keys
and their role in controlling the Wyrdgate, a portal linking realms.

Further, Celaena considers the implications of the king’s mastery over the Wyrdkeys,
especially his use of them to suppress magic across the realm. She realizes that the
king’s control over the keys could enable him to dominate or enslave other worlds, and
that the cessation of magic correlates with his conquest. The discussion raises the
possibility that the king may only have one key, as possessing all three would grant
him immense power. This prompts her to contemplate her next moves—whether to
pursue the remaining keys or to find alternative ways to thwart his plans.

In the final reflection, Celaena’s grief over Nehemia’s death intensifies her resolve. She
considers the possibility of summoning a portal to communicate with Nehemia’s spirit,
inspired by the spells Cain used to open temporary gateways. Her longing to speak
with her friend and uncover the location of the remaining keys fuels her determination.



This chapter highlights her internal struggle, blending hope with despair, as she
grapples with the dangerous knowledge she possesses and the potential to reach out
beyond death. Her resolve to find the keys and protect her realm remains unshaken,
despite the overwhelming darkness.


