
Chapter 33

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of the oppressive conditions within the
Calaculla mines, emphasizing the suffocating heat and the brutal environment faced
by the enslaved workers. The protagonist, a young girl, reflects on her prolonged
suffering—six months of relentless labor—highlighting her unique endurance
compared to her family members who perished sooner. Her family’s history of
rebellion and loss is recounted, establishing her deep connection to the resistance
movement and her personal motivation to survive and fight against the tyranny of
Adarlan. The bleak setting underscores the harsh realities of her life and the stakes
involved in her ongoing struggle.

Throughout her arduous day-to-day existence, the girl remains mentally resilient,
holding onto hope and the distant prospect of freedom. She secretly listens to her
father and fellow rebels’ conversations about overthrowing Adarlan, with Princess
Nehemia’s efforts at the capital symbolizing hope and resistance. Her dreams of
reuniting with the sky and grasslands serve as powerful symbols of her longing for
liberation and normalcy. These thoughts sustain her through the grueling labor,
reinforcing her determination to endure and to honor her fallen loved ones by
continuing the fight for justice.

A pivotal moment occurs when she perceives a shift in the atmosphere within the
mines—a ripple of stillness, followed by cries of distress. This change is triggered by
the devastating news of Princess Nehemia’s assassination by Adarlan, which she hears
in passing. The revelation hits her hard, and she is overwhelmed with grief and anger.
Her immediate instinct is to confront her oppressors, but her tears betray her
vulnerability. Despite the fear of punishment, her resolve hardens as she silently
recites the names of her dead, affirming her commitment to remember and honor
them. This moment marks a turning point in her inner strength and her defiance



against her captors.

In the climax, she makes a conscious choice to resist her oppressors physically. As the
overseer prepares to punish her with his whip, she channels her grief and rage into a
final act of rebellion. Reciting her loved ones’ names aloud, she adds her own to the
list of the fallen and seizes the opportunity to strike back, swinging her ax into the
overseer’s gut. This act of violence symbolizes her refusal to accept her fate passively
and her unwavering determination to fight back against injustice. The chapter
concludes with her embracing her anger and hope, ready to continue her fight for
freedom, even in the face of immense suffering.


