
Chapter Forty-Three

In this chapter, Nesta and Cassian find themselves in the Spring Court, surrounded by
blooming flowers and the tranquil beauty of the forest. Nesta observes the peaceful
environment, contrasting her own stormy demeanor, and reflects on her sister Elain’s
affinity for such surroundings. The setting underscores her feelings of alienation, as
she perceives herself as a storm cloud amidst the vibrant life around her. Cassian’s
discomfort, caused by allergies, adds a touch of humor to the scene, while the waiting
for Eris highlights the tension and anticipation in their diplomatic encounter. Nesta’s
internal thoughts reveal her longing for her sister and her awareness of the stark
differences between herself and Elain.

As Eris, the High Lord of Autumn, arrives, the interaction quickly becomes charged
with hostility and underlying distrust. His immaculate appearance masks a cold,
detached demeanor, and his arrival signals the beginning of a tense negotiation. The
dialogue reveals underlying accusations and resentment, especially regarding the
recent casualties of Eris’s soldiers, who were killed after being enchanted and turned
into mindless killers. Cassian and Azriel’s efforts to contain the threat are described as
limited and difficult, with Eris’s disdainful attitude casting doubt on their actions. The
chapter emphasizes the strained relationship between the characters and the complex
political tensions simmering beneath the surface.

The conversation intensifies as Cassian delivers bad news—most of Eris’s soldiers have
been killed, with only two remaining, and the circumstances of their death involve
enchantments by Queen Briallyn and Koschei. Eris’s reaction reveals his anger and
suspicion, while Cassian’s defensiveness underscores the moral dilemma faced by the
protagonists. Nesta’s sharp observations and her challenge to Eris about the use of
banned weapons like ash arrows deepen the conflict, exposing potential covert
dealings and treacherous motives. The narrative highlights the fragile alliances and



the dangerous game of deception, power, and mistrust among these high-stakes
players.

In the final moments, Nesta confronts Eris with accusations that hint at his possible
involvement in darker schemes, including the use of illegal weapons and
manipulations aimed at destabilizing their efforts. Her calm but pointed interrogation
aims to unsettle him and reveal hidden truths, while Cassian’s silent support
underscores the seriousness of their accusations. The chapter ends with a tense stand-
off, as Nesta’s unwavering gaze and sharp words threaten to expose Eris’s true
intentions, setting the stage for further conflict and revelations. The chapter
underscores themes of suspicion, political intrigue, and the perilous nature of alliances
in a war-torn world.


