
Chapter 37

In the aftermath of her victory, the protagonist endures a period of intense physical
suffering, neglected and left to heal alone. Her arm remains painfully embedded with
bone, and she is overwhelmed by the pain, which is compounded by the ongoing
bleeding and the fear of infection. Her physical state deteriorates as she is confined to
a cold, filthy cell, unable to eat properly and suffering from nausea and feverish
sensations. The environment emphasizes her vulnerability, and her focus is on
surviving the relentless pain while grappling with her weakened condition and the
mental toll it takes.

As she struggles with her physical weakness, a shadowy figure
materializes—Rhysand—who appears fully corporeal and exudes a chilling confidence.
His presence is unsettling, and his words are laced with mockery and manipulation.
Rhysand taunts her about her condition, implying knowledge of her suffering and
hinting at a deeper knowledge of her predicament. Despite her attempts to repel him
and hide her weakness, he probes her injury and offers to help, but only under a
sinister bargain. His cold, calculating demeanor underscores the threat he poses and
the manipulative nature of his offer.

Rhysand proposes a dangerous trade: he will heal her arm if she agrees to live with
him at the Night Court for two weeks each month, starting after her trials. Her instinct
is to refuse, recognizing the peril of such an arrangement, especially given her prior
mistakes and the risks involved. Rhysand's persistence and his knowledge of her
vulnerabilities put her in a precarious position, forcing her to confront the possibility of
accepting a deal that could compromise her safety and autonomy. Her resistance is
fueled by a desire to avoid dependence on him, but her physical state leaves her
feeling powerless and desperate.



The conversation reveals Rhysand's strategic mind and his awareness of her
connections to others, particularly Lucien and Tamlin. He subtly reminds her of the
uncertain timing of aid from her allies and the potential consequences of refusing his
offer. His mention of Lucien’s punishment and the political machinations at play
heighten the tension, emphasizing the dangerous game she is caught in. The chapter
concludes with her realization of the gravity of her situation and the high stakes
involved, underscoring her vulnerability and the ominous threat Rhysand represents in
her ongoing struggle for survival.


