
Chapter 13

The chapter opens with Dorian and Rowan fleeing a catastrophic event, with the night
sky illuminated by stars and the aftermath of destruction visible behind them. The
scene emphasizes a sense of relief mixed with lingering trauma, as smoke still lingers
in the sky and the distant screams fade into silence. The protagonists are on a small
skiff, heading toward the Dead Islands, with Rowan demonstrating his resourcefulness
by stealing the boat and navigating the open sea using his magic. Dorian remains
largely silent, overwhelmed by the loss of his city and his people, and burdened by
feelings of helplessness and guilt.

As they sail, Rowan advises Dorian on the importance of maintaining his physical and
magical strength through proper nourishment. Rowan explains that magic drains
energy from the user and warns of the dangers of losing control, comparing it to a
living entity that can consume its wielder if not mastered. Dorian, haunted by the
death of Sorscha, struggles with feelings of inadequacy and despair, feeling that his
magic is inherently destructive. Rowan’s insights serve as a stark reminder of the
delicate balance required to wield power responsibly, and Dorian’s internal conflict
deepens as he confronts his own limitations and fears.

The conversation shifts to their broader political situation, with Rowan revealing that
he and Dorian are fleeing their respective losses—Rowan’s mate was murdered, and
Dorian’s kingdom is in ruins. Rowan warns Dorian that he will hate himself and the
world if he succumbs to despair, emphasizing the importance of leadership and hope.
Dorian expresses doubts about his ability to lead and questions his next steps, feeling
lost and uncertain whether he has truly abandoned his throne or merely fled from it.
Rowan advises him to clarify his intentions to his people, framing his departure as a
strategic move to seek aid and rally support against their enemies.



In the final section, Rowan discusses their plans to approach the Dead Islands,
highlighting the strategic importance of forming alliances with pirates and enemies of
Erawan. Rowan suggests that Dorian leverage relationships with pirates like Rolfe,
promising him rewards and privileges in exchange for military support. The dialogue
underscores the necessity of political cunning and diplomacy in their quest to rebuild
and challenge their foes. Dorian’s curiosity about pirates reveals his unfamiliarity with
such figures, but Rowan’s reassurance hints at the potential for unexpected alliances.
The chapter concludes with a moment of vulnerability as Dorian seeks Rowan’s
guidance on magic, and Rowan recognizes the strength in asking for help, emphasizing
the importance of humility and leadership in times of crisis.


