
Chapter 19

The chapter opens with Elide Lochan and Lorcan traversing the eastern edges of
Oakwald, heading towards the plains beyond. Throughout their journey, Elide remains
silent, intentionally withholding questions about Lorcan’s true motives and her own
past, including her identity and the reasons behind his hunting. She perceives that
Lorcan has his own secrets, especially regarding his interest in Morath and his reaction
to references about Celaena Sardothien and Aelin Galathynius. Despite her curiosity,
she chooses silence, knowing that pressing him might jeopardize her safety or reveal
her own hidden truths, as Lorcan’s guarded demeanor hints at a complex, secretive
nature.

As they approach the Acanthus River, the landscape shifts from the dense forest to a
broad, sunlit riverbank. Lorcan’s cautious movements signal that they are nearing a
critical crossing point, and Elide’s thoughts drift to her limited memories of sunlight
and open spaces, contrasting sharply with her recent life of confinement and chaos.
The river acts as a natural barrier, symbolizing a transition between her past and her
potential future. Lorcan informs her that the crossing is about a mile upriver,
emphasizing the importance of her readiness and the need for her to adapt her
appearance to blend in with ordinary travelers, as part of their plan to evade detection.

Elide takes measures to disguise herself, removing her leather jacket, adjusting her
hairstyle, and adopting a more mature appearance to appear less vulnerable and more
trustworthy. She recognizes that Lorcan, despite his fierce exterior, must also pretend
to be human to succeed in their ruse. Her efforts to modify her look reflect her
strategic thinking, aiming to avoid suspicion from the guards and passersby. This
scene highlights her adaptability and her understanding of the importance of
appearances in her quest for safety, even as she grapples with her own insecurities
and the realities of her situation.



Finally, as they near the guarded bridge, Elide observes the bustling activity of
travelers, guards, and officials inspecting wagons and faces. The presence of armed
guards in Adarlanian colors and the toll collection point to a heavily monitored border,
reinforcing the dangerous environment she faces. Elide’s cautious approach, staying
close to Lorcan, underscores her awareness of the risks involved. The chapter
concludes with her noting the normalcy of the scene—humans going about their
routines despite the underlying tension—yet she remains vigilant, knowing that
crossing this boundary marks a significant step toward her uncertain future.


