
Chapter 24

The chapter opens with the Wind-Singer setting sail from Ilium at dawn, carrying its
crew and captain unaware that two hooded individuals, accompanied by a pet falcon,
have no intention of reaching Leriba. These mysterious figures, though paying in gold,
conceal their true identities, possibly the general and queen who recently liberated
Ilium. Their secretiveness hints at underlying motives and tension, emphasizing the
covert nature of their mission. The scene sets a tone of anticipation and danger,
underscoring the fragile political landscape and the unseen threats lurking behind
seemingly routine voyages.

Aelin’s thoughts reflect the perilous journey ahead, particularly sailing through
Adarlan’s waters near Rifthold, where witches patrol the sea. She recognizes the risks
posed by Erawan’s net across the continent, which constrains their movements and
heightens the urgency of their mission. Her internal conflict is palpable: the necessity
of fleeing versus the danger of exposure. Her concern about Rowan and Dorian’s
safety underscores the stakes, as Erawan’s threat looms large, fueling her anxiety.
Despite the calm sea, her sense of urgency intensifies, revealing her internal struggle
to balance strategic caution with pressing action.

The chapter deepens with conversations between Aelin and Aedion, revealing shared
histories and personal scars. Aedion’s recounting of his past imprisonment and battles,
including fighting at Theralis, highlights the trauma and sacrifices endured by these
warriors. Their dialogue exposes themes of loyalty, past trauma, and the weight of
their experiences, illustrating how their histories shape their present resolve. Aedion’s
reflection on Darrow’s protective actions and the complex relationships within their
group adds emotional depth, emphasizing the sacrifices made for their cause and the
lingering pain of past wounds.



In the closing segment, Aelin’s focus shifts to her strategic plans, including her
awareness of the importance of the magical amulet she wears. Her intent to find the
Lock and seek out hidden treasures and secrets underscores her determination and
resourcefulness. Her mention of Skull’s Bay and the magical map on the ruler’s hands
hints at upcoming challenges and the importance of uncovering ancient and powerful
artifacts. The chapter concludes with her resolve to continue their journey, driven by a
mixture of hope, necessity, and the ever-present danger that shadows their path. The
narrative weaves themes of trust, past trauma, and the relentless pursuit of their goals
amidst the perilous landscape they navigate.


