
Chapter 33

The chapter begins with Aelin revealing the dire military situation in Eyllwe,
emphasizing that the kingdom currently lacks a standing army and relies solely on
rebel militia bands for defense after spring. She discusses the swift movement of
enemy legions from Morath, which have been advancing rapidly, hinting at a strategic
extermination aimed directly at her. The discussion underscores the gravity of the
threat, with Aelin recognizing that the attack is a message targeted at her personally,
rooted in her past actions and her mocking of Erawan. The threat's timing and scope
suggest a calculated effort to break her spirit by threatening her loved ones and her
homeland.

The narrative shifts to strategic conversations among Rowan, Gavriel, Fenrys, and
Rolfe, focusing on the enemy's movements and the broader implications for the
region. They analyze the military's speed and the enemy's reach, noting that Erawan
now controls most of the south of the continent, with only the archipelago remaining
outside his grasp. Aelin's attention is drawn to the map, particularly to Briarcliff, a
location that signifies the advancing army’s potential routes and strength. She
contemplates her obligations and the debts owed to her, considering her next moves
in a war that threatens to engulf the entire realm.

Aelin’s resolve intensifies as she demands Rolfe to arm his fleet with firelances and
send any extra to the Mycenian fleet. She asserts her claim on the ancient city of Ilium,
now liberated from Adarlan, as a part of her effort to rally her allies and assert her
power. Her declaration is backed by her display of magical prowess, which temporarily
reveals her full strength and causes Rolfe to pale. This act of power underscores her
determination to leverage her authority and reclaim her people's inheritance, even as
she grapples with the toll her magic takes on her body and mind.



The chapter concludes with the aftermath of Aelin’s display of power, her subtle yet
potent exertion of influence over the situation. Rowan explains that she must release
her magic regularly to prevent self-destruction, highlighting the personal cost of her
power. The scene shifts to her strategic planning, with Aedion and Lysandra arriving to
assess the situation while her allies prepare for the battles ahead. Lysandra’s
observant presence hints at her awareness of the ripple effects Aelin’s actions have on
the world, setting the stage for the ongoing struggle to defend their realm and reclaim
lost territories.


