
Chapter Seventy-One

The chapter opens with a tense and mysterious confrontation by a lake, where a
shadowy being appears, prompting Cassian to suspect it is merely a reflection or
illusion. Azriel, visibly tense, demands the whereabouts of Briallyn, signaling the
urgency of their mission. Koschei, a cunning adversary, taunts them with a sinister
demeanor, revealing his awareness of their plans and hinting at his manipulative
nature. The scene is charged with anticipation, as Koschei’s shadows swirl and he
taunts Azriel, setting the stage for a confrontation that hinges on deception, hidden
threats, and the peril of the powerful artifacts they seek to protect.

As the scene shifts, the focus turns to Nesta, who is physically and emotionally
exhausted after a brutal fight. Her body is battered, bloodied, and burning with pain,
yet her resolve remains unbroken. She reflects on her role as a Valkyrie, determined to
hold the crucial pass at all costs to ensure her friends' survival. Despite the relentless
fatigue and the horrors she has witnessed, Nesta’s inner strength and sense of duty
propel her forward. The narrative emphasizes her unwavering commitment, even as
she contemplates the sacrifices she has made and the imminent danger that still
looms, underscoring her resilience in the face of overwhelming odds.

The chapter then introduces Bellius, an imposing figure defending a sacred mountain.
He taunts Nesta with historical references and disdain, highlighting the significance of
the site and its ancient defenders. Bellius’s arrogance is palpable as he dismisses her
efforts, claiming that his true goal is not victory but the act of claiming the land itself.
The scene is charged with tension as Bellius’s contempt and pride clash with Nesta’s
silent determination. The narrative underscores the importance of honor and legacy in
their conflict, revealing the deeper stakes involved in their confrontation and the
historical weight carried by their actions.



In the closing moments, Gwyn and Emerie succeed in touching the sacred stone, only
to be winnowed away by its magic, signaling a shift in the battle. Bellius’s anger and
hatred intensify, and the chapter culminates in a dramatic showdown as he launches
himself at Nesta amidst a brewing storm of snow and rumbling clouds. His declaration
that he never wanted to win but only desired this moment of chaos reveals his darker
motivations. The scene ends with a sense of impending violence, as the sacred
mountain becomes a battleground for life, death, and the pursuit of ancient power,
leaving the reader eager to see how the conflict will unfold.


