Chapter 9

Elide Lochan is depicted as a desperate and exhausted fugitive, fleeing through the
dense, labyrinthine Oakwald forest while being hunted. For three days, she has been
relentlessly pursued, navigating an environment so thick and confusing that she loses
track of her direction and her sense of time. Her physical state is dire—sleep-deprived,
hungry, and wounded—yet her determination to escape remains strong. Her instinct is
to backtrack and find safety, but the forest's impenetrable nature and her own fatigue
hinder her efforts, leaving her vulnerable and on the brink of despair as she struggles

to maintain hope.

At her most vulnerable, Elide finds brief refuge by a stream, where she drinks deeply
to replenish her strength. Her trembling hands and the loss of her knife symbolize her
fragile state, both physically and emotionally. Just as she begins to hope for a moment
of peace, she hears an ominous, unearthly howl that cuts through the forest, alerting
her to the presence of something dangerous and unknown. The sound is unlike any
she has heard before, evoking memories of past horrors and hinting at a dark,
supernatural force closing in on her, heightening her fear and sense of imminent

danger.

The narrative introduces Lorcan Salvaterre, a formidable and enigmatic figure who has
been tracking Elide for days. His perception of her is complex; he senses a mixture of
human vulnerability and a dark, otherworldly aura. Lorcan's calm yet threatening
demeanor contrasts sharply with Elide's desperation. As he observes her, he
recognizes her fear and her effort to hide her true nature, but he remains cautious.
When she questions him, Lorcan warns her that continuing to ask questions will only
lead to her death, revealing his ruthless nature and the lethal environment they

inhabit.



As the threat of predators and supernatural beasts intensifies, Lorcan and Elide are
forced into an uneasy alliance. Multiple packs of creatures, including wyverns,
converge on their location, forcing them to flee in separate directions. Elide’s injured
leg and her frantic escape demonstrate her resilience, while Lorcan’s strategic use of
his powers underscores his dangerous prowess. The chapter culminates with Lorcan
creating an invisible barrier to protect them, emphasizing the peril they face and
hinting at deeper, darker magic at play. Both characters are caught in a deadly game
of survival, each driven by secrets and motives yet bound by the immediate need to
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escape the relentless hunt.



