
Chapter 20

The chapter opens with Rowan Whitethorn seeking refuge from a storm in Skull’s Bay,
a chaotic yet lively port town characterized by dilapidated, colorful buildings. His
primary concern is finding a quiet place to rest, indifferent to the type of shelter as
long as it offers safety from the relentless rain. Rowan’s guarded demeanor and subtle
financial transaction with the dockmaster highlight his cautious approach, knowing
that the town's rough inhabitants are on alert and potentially dangerous. His physical
and mental exhaustion is evident, as he barely manages to keep himself functioning
amid the ongoing strain from recent exertions and the heavy toll on his magic.

Skull’s Bay itself is depicted as a place of stark contrasts—lawless yet ordered, vibrant
but crumbling—ruled by a pirate lord with a notorious reputation. Rowan and Dorian
observe the harbor’s defenses, including the massive ship-breaking chain and
watchtowers, remnants of past conflicts and defenses. Their cautious plans involve
approaching Rolfe diplomatically, knowing the history of destruction Aelin caused two
years prior, which had left the town and its defenses in ruins. Rowan’s reflections on
the town’s devastation underscore the fragile nature of their current situation and the
importance of a measured, respectful approach to their dealings with Rolfe.

Despite their intent to remain low-profile, Rowan’s heightened senses pick up an
ominous, ancient power lurking nearby—a presence that feels feral and ruthless. His
instincts and the storm’s chaos serve as clues to an unseen threat, prompting him to
remain alert and cautious. Dorian, attuned to his own raw magic, recognizes the
danger but cannot fully interpret it, describing the feeling as curious and concealed
rather than outright malevolent. Their shared vigilance underscores the tension
between their desire for diplomacy and the palpable threat that looms in the shadows,
emphasizing the unpredictable nature of the island’s hidden dangers.



The chapter concludes with a vivid depiction of Skull’s Bay’s unique social order—an
anarchic city governed by a powerful Pirate Lord whose rule is rooted in a mysterious,
tattooed map that supposedly reveals secrets of the ocean and treasures beyond.
Dorian reflects on Rolfe’s soullessness and the potential significance of the map,
pondering whether their presence might be foreseen or marked by the same ominous
symbols. As they navigate the storm and the city’s labyrinthine streets, both
characters are aware that Aelin’s anticipated arrival could be imminent, adding an
undercurrent of tension and anticipation to their cautious exploration of this
dangerous, unpredictable port.


