
Chapter 38

The chapter opens with a swift, tense meeting after the harbor's safety is restored,
highlighting the aftermath of recent chaos. Aelin, overwhelmed by her emotions, feels
the urgent need to escape the city to regain her composure. The narrative emphasizes
her internal struggle, balancing her desire for solitude with the weight of her
responsibilities. Her connection to her identity as "The Queen Who Was Promised" is
reinforced through Deanna's reminder, deepening her sense of destiny and the
burdens it entails. The scene sets the tone of tension, exhaustion, and the looming
presence of powerful, unseen forces influencing her state of mind.

In the aftermath of a confrontation with Rolfe, the Pirate Lord, the scene delves into
the chaos of their encounter, revealing the complexities of magic and power. Rolfe's
account of his past reveals a tragic bargain struck with a sea deity, sacrificing his soul
for the chance at power and status. His story underscores the high cost of ambition
and the perilous nature of bargains made with dark forces. Rolfe’s bitterness and
merciless outlook contrast sharply with the chaos he has endured, illustrating how his
pursuit of power has left him soulless and haunted by the price he paid.

The chapter then shifts to a moment of reflection between Aelin and Rowan on a
desolate beach, where the emotional and physical toll of their recent actions becomes
evident. Rowan’s concern about her use of a key and her subsequent reaction reveal
her internal conflict and the dangerous brink she teeters on with her magic. Her
visceral response to the possibility of having harmed him underscores her fear of
losing control and the destructive potential of her power. Rowan’s calm, non-
judgmental stance provides a moment of grounding, emphasizing the importance of
trust and restraint in their tumultuous relationship.

Finally, Aelin's struggle with her burgeoning power reaches a pivotal point as she
admits her misconception of her limits. Her fiery magic flares uncontrollably,



symbolizing her deepening connection to her true potential and the darkness she fears
within herself. The chapter concludes with her realization that her journey into power
is just beginning, and the true depths of her strength—alongside the dangers—are yet
to be fully revealed. This moment encapsulates her internal transformation, hinting at
the inevitable confrontation with her destiny and the sacrifices it will demand.


