
Chapter 25

Manon Blackbeak awakens in the dense, ancient woods of Oakwald, disoriented and
battered from her fall. Strapped to her saddle with her dragon, Abraxos, nearby, she is
painfully aware of her injuries, including torn muscles and bleeding wounds. Despite
the agony, her survival instincts kick in as she recognizes her surroundings and begins
to assess her condition. Her immediate priorities are to tend to her wounds, stay
conscious, and find water. Her resilience shines through as she refuses to succumb to
her pain, understanding that her life depends on her ability to act quickly and
decisively in this perilous situation.

As Manon manages to free herself from her harness, she faces the brutal reality of her
injuries, which threaten her strength and endurance. She carefully navigates the
physical pain of movement, knowing that any misstep could be fatal. Her bond with
Abraxos provides some comfort and support, as he gently helps her onto his broad
head. With her limited strength, she nearly collapses but persists, determined to reach
safety and hydration. Her focus remains on survival, even as her body protests and her
mind grapples with the extent of her wounds and the uncertainty of her future.

By twilight, Manon regains some strength and rests momentarily, with Abraxos curled
protectively around her. Her thirst becomes urgent, and she struggles to find the
courage to leave her sheltered spot to seek water. With great effort, she staggers to a
nearby stream, driven by the primal need to quench her thirst and recover her
strength. She manages to drink the cool, clear water despite her condition, feeling a
fleeting sense of hope. However, her vulnerability is soon exposed when she detects
the presence of an unfamiliar and unsettling figure—a striking woman with icy blue
eyes and an aura of danger—whose appearance signifies a new threat.



The encounter with the mysterious woman marks a pivotal moment in the chapter.
She introduces herself as the Bloodhound of the Dark King, her appearance both
alluring and menacing. Her nakedness and calm menace contrast sharply with
Manon’s battered state, heightening the tension. The woman’s icy gaze and cryptic
words suggest she is a formidable and possibly sinister figure, aligned with dark
forces. As she observes Manon and her dragon, a sense of imminent danger and
betrayal looms. This encounter underscores the peril Manon faces, not only from her
physical injuries but also from the dark, unpredictable powers that now threaten her
life and her future.

Overall, this chapter vividly depicts Manon’s fierce resilience amid grave injury and
danger. Her survival instincts propel her through pain and exhaustion, emphasizing
her determination to endure against all odds. The setting—an ancient, foreboding
forest—serves as a backdrop for her struggle, symbolizing both her physical and
emotional battles. The introduction of the enigmatic woman introduces new stakes,
hinting at darker conflicts ahead. This chapter encapsulates themes of survival,
vulnerability, and the looming presence of dark forces that will undoubtedly influence
Manon’s journey moving forward.


