Chapter 27

The chapter opens with a tense confrontation in Rolfe’s domain, where Dorian finds
himself immobilized by Rolfe’s threatening stance and sharp words. Rolfe reminds
Celaena Sardothien, also known as Aelin, of a previous warning that her presence in
his territory would be deadly. Despite the hostility, Aelin remains composed and
defiant, teasing Rolfe and asserting her presence as a calculated move in a larger
game of political and personal interests. Her confidence and attitude reflect her daring
nature, as she tests Rolfe’s authority and gauges his current state amidst his apparent

decline and the chaos surrounding him.

Aelin’s interaction with Rolfe is layered with subtle provocations and flirtations,
revealing her manipulative and charismatic personality. She casually dismisses Rolfe’s
authority by sitting in his chair and making pointed remarks about his appearance and
his fleet’s abandonment. Her playful yet pointed comments about Rowan’s loyalty and
her own intentions serve to unsettle Rolfe, while also demonstrating her strategic
approach to gathering intelligence and asserting her influence. Her demeanor
indicates she’s more than just a visitor; she’s actively shaping the power dynamics

around her.

Throughout the chapter, Aelin’s sharp wit and keen observations are evident as she
questions Rolfe about his recent activities, especially concerning slavery and his
business dealings. Her probing reveals her knowledge of his operations and her intent
to hold him accountable. She cleverly examines his ledgers and records, confirming his
adherence to promises made regarding the slave trade, and exposes the discrepancies
and potential guilt in his actions. Her meticulous investigation underscores her role as
a cunning and principled figure, challenging Rolfe’s morality and his claims of

innocence.



The chapter concludes with a tense exchange where Aelin confronts Rolfe about the
consequences of her actions. She reminds him of a past promise and questions his
recent conduct, specifically regarding the transport and sanctuary of slaves. Her
probing is both personal and strategic, aiming to reveal his true stance and to
reinforce her authority. Rolfe’s anger and frustration culminate in his threat, but Aelin
remains composed, demonstrating her resilience and mastery of psychological
warfare. This interaction encapsulates her complex character—formidable, resourceful,

and unyielding in the face of danger.
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