
Chapter 60

In this chapter, Aelin and Ansel share a moment of camaraderie over wine in the
galley, preparing for their imminent voyage back to Terrasen. The scene is infused
with a mix of levity and underlying tension, as Aelin reflects her desire to undertake
her mission independently, despite the concerns of her allies. The chapter highlights
her determination to reclaim her homeland and the sacrifices involved, emphasizing
her resolve to act swiftly and decisively in the face of mounting threats. The
camaraderie among the characters reveals their complex relationships, blending
humor, loyalty, and unspoken worries about the dangerous road ahead.

The narrative delves into political and military strategizing, with Ansel revealing crucial
intelligence about Melisande’s defenses and her own plans to gather more forces.
Aelin’s request for more men leads her to seek out the lost Crochan witches, hinting at
their potential importance in the ongoing war. The chapter explores themes of trust,
power, and the delicate balance of alliances, as Aelin navigates her authority and the
fragile loyalties of her allies. Manon’s reaction to promises made by Aelin underscores
the tension between personal loyalty and political promises, illustrating the complex
dynamics among the witches and other factions.

Further, the chapter explores the history and struggles of the Crochan witches, with
Aelin contemplating their possible involvement and the significance of their queen’s
summons. Aelin’s strategic mindset aims to destabilize Erawan’s influence by sowing
chaos in Melisande’s territory, while also preparing her forces for the larger conflict
looming on the horizon. Ansel’s willingness to venture north and her personal
connection to her homeland add depth to her character, emphasizing her loyalty and
the sacrifices she’s made. The narrative underscores the importance of clandestine
operations and intelligence in shaping the broader war effort.



In the closing moments, the chapter shifts to a poignant reflection on Ansel’s past
struggles and her efforts to survive against all odds. Her history of fighting for her
throne and her determination to rescue Aelin from Endovier reveal her resilience and
unwavering loyalty. The chapter ends on an emotional note, with Aelin acknowledging
Ansel’s sacrifice and their shared understanding of the sacrifices necessary for their
cause. This layered narrative weaves together themes of friendship, betrayal, strategy,
and perseverance, setting the stage for the intense conflicts to come.


