
Chapter Forty-Two

In this chapter, Cassian awakens to a morning filled with tension and unresolved
feelings after an intimate night with Nesta. He reflects on their physical encounter,
which had left him both satisfied and troubled by the intensity of their connection.
Despite the intimacy, Cassian chooses to return to his own suite, understanding that
their relationship is still somewhat undefined. As he prepares for the day, he is aware
of the scent of Nesta on him, and he notices the subtle reactions of his friends Rhys,
Azriel, and Amren, hinting at their awareness of his night with her. The chapter
explores themes of desire, restraint, and the emotional undercurrents among close
allies.

The narrative shifts to a meeting in Rhysand’s office, where a sense of foreboding
begins to emerge. Rhys presents a peculiar discovery: a set of weapons—a sword,
dagger, and great sword—left at his court by a blacksmith who claims they are cursed.
The blacksmith’s panic and refusal to handle the blades suggest a dark, unknown force
attached to the weapons. Rhys and Amren analyze the situation, recognizing that
these weapons are linked to Nesta’s recent activities at the forge, where she worked
on the blades. The discovery raises questions about the nature of her actions and the
possible magical implications of her forging process.

As the discussion deepens, the characters realize that Nesta may have imbued the
blades with her own power, making them extraordinary artifacts. Amren explains that
these weapons could be considered a new form of the Trove—powerful objects infused
with raw elemental magic, a trait unique to the High Fae’s ancient craft. The possibility
that Nesta inadvertently created a new Trove, especially with her emotional state and
her connection to the Cauldron, alarms the group. The chapter emphasizes the
dangerous potential of her actions and the unpredictable consequences of her
unintentional magic.



The chapter concludes with a tense consensus: the weapons must be handled with
extreme caution. Amren warns against drawing the blades, particularly the great
sword, due to their dangerous power clustering within them. The group recognizes that
these artifacts could be coveted and exploited by enemies, making Nesta a target. The
overarching concern is that her newfound abilities and creations could destabilize the
balance of power, prompting a strategic decision to keep her unaware of the weapons’
true nature. The chapter underscores the peril of unchecked magic and the importance
of secrecy for the safety of all involved.


