
Chapter Thirty-Two

In this chapter, the characters prepare for a perilous journey into the ancient and
deadly bog of Oorid. Rhysand and Cassian debate who should accompany Feyre,
Nesta, and Azriel, emphasizing the danger of the mission. Feyre insists on going,
despite concerns about her training, asserting her importance due to her unique gifts
that might help locate the Mask. Rhysand’s subtle shielding of Feyre indicates a
protective effort, while Cassian's casual attitude highlights his confidence in their
ability to handle the threats ahead. Nesta, observing their interactions, recognizes the
gravity of their task and the potential risks involved, feeling a mix of anxiety and
resolve.

As they venture into Oorid, the oppressive atmosphere of the place becomes
immediately apparent. The landscape is eerily still, lifeless, and hostile, with dead
trees and a haunting silence that conveys a sense of evil and decay. Azriel, Nesta, and
Cassian survey the wasteland, noting the absence of insects and birds, which
underscores the unnatural stillness of the environment. The water is black and opaque,
suggesting a malevolent presence, and the physical description of the terrain
emphasizes its desolation. Cassian explains that the dead here were water-buried,
further emphasizing the eerie and unsettling nature of the area, which fills Nesta with
dread and a desire to leave.

The characters’ discussion shifts to the dangerous creatures that may dwell in such a
place, with Azriel whispering about predators that hunt in the water and feast on flesh.
Cassian mentions kelpies—shape-shifting monsters from ancient faerie lore that lure
victims into drowning before feeding on them. The tension rises as Nesta questions the
existence of such creatures, and the others confirm that, although they haven't seen
kelpies in a long time, their presence cannot be entirely dismissed. The conversation
highlights the perilous nature of their mission and the unpredictable threats lurking



beneath the surface of Oorid.

Throughout the chapter, the characters grapple with fear, uncertainty, and the weight
of their task. Nesta’s internal conflict is evident as she admits her fear of the unknown
and her reluctance to face such evil. The chapter ends with a tense awareness of the
dangers ahead, underscoring the ominous environment of Oorid and the potential for
monstrous threats that could threaten their lives. The narrative maintains a tone of
foreboding and cautious determination, emphasizing the peril and importance of their
mission into this cursed landscape.


