
CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN

The chapter opens with a mythic reference to a celestial conflict, emphasizing the
tragic cost paid by the third brother who commanded the sky’s greatest power to
defeat his jealous sibling. This allegory sets a tone of high stakes and formidable
power struggles that resonate throughout the narrative. The scene quickly shifts to a
tense, action-packed confrontation in the skies, where the protagonist, mounted on
Tairn, faces a deadly venin—an enemy who has previously killed Soleil. The vivid
description of the venin’s veins and her aggressive stance underscores the peril and
intensity of the battle, highlighting the protagonist's immediate need to adapt and
survive amid chaos.

As the fight unfolds, the protagonist recognizes the increasing danger posed by the
venin’s agility and cunning. Despite her own injuries and the loss of her dagger, she
fights to stay alive, fighting off the venin’s relentless assault. The scene reveals her
resourcefulness and determination, drawing on her training and the support of her
dragon, Tairn. The protagonist’s awareness of her limitations and her resolve to
protect her dragon and herself are central themes, emphasizing her growth as a
fighter in a world fraught with deadly adversaries. The confrontation becomes a test of
both combat skills and mental resilience, with the tension mounting as the venin’s
speed and brutality threaten to overwhelm her.

The narrative takes a darker turn as the venin’s weaponry and tactics reveal a deeper,
more sinister layer—she is a student of a dark sage, hinting at a larger, more
dangerous enemy lurking behind the immediate threat. The protagonist’s realization
that her opponent is not only skilled but also educated in dark magic adds complexity
to the conflict. The scene shifts into a display of strategic combat, with Xaden’s
shadow magic providing a crucial advantage by plunging the battlefield into darkness.
This shift allows the protagonist to leverage her own light power, turning the tide of



the fight momentarily and executing a decisive strike that mortally wounds the venin.

In the aftermath, the chapter captures the toll of battle—both physical and emotional.
The protagonist’s victory is bittersweet, marked by her own injuries and the realization
of the deadly force she has faced. She manages to declare the venin’s death amid her
fading strength, emphasizing her resilience and the high cost of victory. As she
stumbles toward safety, the chapter underscores the ongoing threat and the fragile
line between life and death in this perilous world. The closing moments hint at the
lingering pain and the need for recovery, setting the stage for future challenges and
deepening the narrative’s tension.


