
Chapter 1

Chapter 1 of All the Colors of the Dark introduces us to Patch, a thirteen-year-old boy
living in the quiet town of Monta Clare, nestled in the shadow of the St. Francois
Mountains. From the flat roof of his kitchen, Patch gazes out at the expansive oak and
pine trees, dreaming of a life beyond the Ozark Plateau. He envisions a brighter world,
filled with opportunities and treasures, believing that something greater awaits him
just outside his reach. His vivid imagination drives him to dream of a future where his
life is full of adventure, far removed from the limited horizons of his small-town
existence. This youthful idealism stands in stark contrast to the reality of his life,
creating a tension that runs throughout the chapter.

The narrative soon takes a turn, shifting from Patch’s innocent daydreams to a
moment of foreboding tragedy. He envisions this day as one that will remain etched in
his memory, a beautiful day that will one day serve as a cherished recollection, even
though he cannot anticipate the disaster that will soon unfold. After returning to his
bedroom, Patch dresses up in elaborate attire, choosing a tricorne and waistcoat,
transforming his navy slacks into makeshift breeches. With a small dagger tucked at
his side, he immerses himself in his pirate fantasy world, a refuge from his everyday
struggles. His imagination serves as a sanctuary from the harshness of his life, which is
shaped by his unique circumstances, including the challenges he faces from being
born with only one eye.

In Patch’s bedroom, details of his life emerge, offering a deeper understanding of his
character. A black flag is used to cover a hole in the drywall, and the closet stands
bare, missing doors, reflecting the neglected, yet adventurous nature of his existence.
His room is filled with relics of his imagination—treasures from pirate stories, like a
treasure chest and movie props, that connect him to the world he wishes to inhabit.
Later, a police investigation into the events surrounding Patch reveals the significance



of these items, showing how his love for fantasy and his peculiar possessions provide a
window into his desires for a different life. These objects, representing both escape
and neglect, hint at the gap between Patch’s fantasies and his reality, a gap that will
be further explored as the story progresses.

Patch’s fondness for eye patches, particularly one made of purple satin by his mother,
symbolizes his longing for acceptance and his desire to be part of something bigger
than himself. He reflects on his mother’s struggles, noting the sun-damaged skin that
tells of her exhausting night shifts. Their relationship is filled with warmth despite their
hardships, and Patch appreciates the laughter they share, even in the face of
adversity. His mother’s influence on him is undeniable, and through their moments
together, the deep bond between them is revealed, showing the love that persists
despite their difficult circumstances. This relationship is central to Patch’s
development, providing both comfort and a sense of connection to the world he
desperately wants to be part of.

The chapter concludes with Patch expressing his unwavering optimism, declaring that
today will be the best day of his life. His hopeful attitude contrasts sharply with the
darker reality that is about to unfold, hinting at the tragedy that looms on the horizon.
Patch’s naivety makes this moment all the more poignant, as he remains unaware of
the events that will soon disrupt his world. His belief in the possibility of a better
future, despite the circumstances he faces, adds an emotional depth to his character.
This optimism, which sustains him in the face of adversity, serves as both a strength
and a vulnerability, foreshadowing the challenges he will face as his story unfolds. The
chapter leaves readers anticipating the eventual collision between Patch’s idealistic
dreams and the harsh realities that lie ahead, setting the stage for the chaos and
emotional turmoil that will shape his journey.


