CHAPTER | - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In the opening chapter of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," we meet Teddy Tucker
and Phil Forrest, two young performers in the Sparling Combined Shows. The chapter
begins with Phil inquiring Teddy about any troubles he might have had with Diaz, a
new Spanish clown. Teddy reluctantly admits to a potential misunderstanding, sparked

by Phil noticing Diaz's hostile glare at Teddy during a circus performance.

The tension between Teddy and Diaz stems from an incident where Teddy disrupted
Diaz's act by whipping a hat out of the air, a prop integral to Diaz's performance,
causing it to fall and hit Teddy. Instead of apologizing, Teddy kicked the hat out of the
ring, spoiling the act. Phil points out Teddy's behavior was ungentlemanly and could

have led to serious consequences had their boss, Mr. Sparling, witnessed it.

Phil urges Teddy to apologize to Diaz, emphasizing the importance of maintaining
peace within the circus crew, especially given their significant debt of gratitude to
Sparling and the show. Despite Teddy's initial reluctance, Phil convinces him to make

amends, arguing it's the right thing to do regardless of how Diaz might respond.

Following Phil's advice, Teddy attempts to apologize to Diaz, albeit in a manner that
only further infuriates the clown. Diaz reacts violently, throwing Teddy across the
dressing tent. Phil intervenes, attempting to calm the situation and reason with Diaz.
Despite Phil's diplomatic efforts, Diaz lashes out, prompting Phil to defend himself and

Teddy, firmly telling Diaz that his aggressive behavior is unacceptable.

This chapter sets the stage for the dynamics between the circus boys and the new
Spanish clown, highlighting themes of conflict resolution, the importance of owning up

to one's actions, and the value of maintaining harmony within a group. It also re-



establishes the characters of Teddy and Phil, their roles in the circus, and their
approach to solving problems, setting the tone for further adventures and challenges

they might face as they navigate the circus life on the Mississippi.
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