
Chapter 134

Chapter 134 of All the Colors of the Dark opens with a bleak winter in Monta Clare,
where an oppressive blanket of snow covers the town, creating a surreal and
monochromatic world. Patch, the protagonist, remains confined within the dusty walls
of an old house for the week, trapped in a sense of isolation. He wears his father’s
outdated clothing, layering for warmth, and opens the windows, letting in the cold air
as he breathes in the stark chill of winter. This scene sets the tone for the chapter,
establishing a feeling of detachment and solitude, as Patch faces both the literal and
figurative coldness surrounding him. The house, abandoned and forgotten, mirrors his
internal state, amplifying the sense of being trapped in both time and space.

The quiet isolation is abruptly broken by Sammy’s entrance, full of energy and humor.
He arrives with a bottle of Glen Grant, immediately criticizing the dullness of the
environment and making sharp jokes to lighten the mood. Sammy, ever the comedic
presence, quips about the drab surroundings, even suggesting that he might “blow his
brains out” to add some excitement to the scene. This dark humor is soon followed by
a comedic moment when Sammy sits in a wicker chair, which promptly falls apart
beneath him. Despite the absurdity, the exchange brings some levity to Patch’s grim
atmosphere, as Sammy insists on reminding Patch of his responsibility to take care of
the house. He presents Patch with a check from a painting he sold, offering financial
help for taxes and further underscoring their complex relationship.

Their conversation shifts between humor and more serious reflections as Sammy talks
about his recent art sale. He recounts selling a painting titled “The Ice” for a good
price, but scoffs at the notion of Patch buying it back. Instead, he challenges Patch to
create something new, urging him to move beyond the past and keep creating. This
conversation sparks a moment of nostalgia, where they reminisce about old
interactions and the people who have impacted their lives. Sammy’s recollection of a



woman who bought one of his pieces adds to the tapestry of memories, while the tone
remains both light-hearted and reflective. Despite the jokes, there’s a quiet undertone
of longing and the weight of the past that the two characters can’t fully escape, even
in their playful banter.

The conversation continues, blending humor with deeper topics as Sammy opens up
about his past romantic entanglements, including a relationship with a Channel 7 news
girl. Sammy also mentions the odd packages he sent Patch during his prison term, only
to reveal that the guards had confiscated them. Despite his attempts to keep things
light and jovial, the discussion naturally drifts to the realities of Patch’s past struggles,
the sacrifices they’ve both made, and the enduring friendship between them. Sammy,
while full of jokes and distractions, also acknowledges the deeper emotional currents
that run beneath their conversation. This moment serves as a reminder of their shared
history, the struggles they have both endured, and the bond that continues to unite
them despite the changes in their lives.

As their dialogue comes to an end, an air of nostalgia and reflection settles over the
two men. Sammy, in his usual way, downplays the significance of their friendship, but
it’s clear that he recognizes the depth of the connection they share. The house, cold
and worn, stands in stark contrast to the warmth of their conversation, emphasizing
the sense of camaraderie that persists despite the harsh realities of their lives. The
chapter ends with a subtle acknowledgment that, despite the years and the changes
they’ve faced, their bond remains a source of comfort and support. In a world that
seems increasingly distant and divided, their friendship provides a rare moment of
connection, a thread that ties them to the past and to each other. The contrast
between the cold, isolating environment outside and the warmth shared inside the
house reinforces the themes of companionship and emotional resilience, offering a
brief reprieve from the isolation that has defined much of Patch's journey.


