
CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

The chapter begins with a reflection on the intoxicating nature of newfound power,
emphasizing how initial control can quickly morph into dependency and even
dominance over oneself. The narrator highlights the allure of energy and mastery, but
also warns of the danger of losing oneself to the very force that initially empowers.
This sets a tone of cautious awareness about the seductive pull of power, which can
easily turn into a destructive control if not handled carefully. The excerpt underscores
the importance of self-awareness and restraint, especially when dealing with abilities
that can rapidly escalate beyond personal control.

As the story progresses, the focus shifts to the ongoing struggles of the protagonist
within the training environment and the larger political or military context. The
protagonist is frustrated by the lack of information about critical events at Sumerton
and is hindered by their inability to channel their powers effectively, unlike most of
their peers. The narrative explores their internal conflict, feelings of inadequacy, and
the pressure to improve, all while maintaining a facade of resilience. The environment
is tense, filled with rigorous training, competitive sparring, and an undercurrent of
secrecy about the broader happenings outside the training grounds.

The chapter also delves into the dynamics between characters, especially the
camaraderie and conflicts that arise during combat practice. Rhiannon, Liam, and
others are engaged in intense training sessions, with underlying tensions about skill
levels, readiness, and personal frustrations. The protagonist’s interactions reveal
underlying emotional struggles, particularly related to their perceived weaknesses and
the complex relationships with figures like Xaden, who is both a protector and a source
of frustration. The scene highlights the physical and emotional toll of training, as well
as the unspoken frustrations about the slow progress and the looming challenges of
future battles and responsibilities.



In the closing sections, the chapter explores themes of anger, trust, and the desire for
autonomy. The protagonist expresses feelings of resentment toward Xaden for their
perceived neglect and the shadow they carry, which hampers their growth.
Conversations with Rhiannon and Liam reveal a shared understanding of the
protagonist’s internal conflict and the importance of channeling their emotions
constructively. The chapter ends with a recognition of the emotional barriers faced by
the characters, setting the stage for future confrontations, both internal and external,
as they prepare for the challenges ahead after graduation.


