CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO

The chapter opens with a somber reflection on the fate of 107 innocents, the children
of executed officers, who now bear the "rebellion relic" and are to be conscripted into
the Riders Quadrant at Basgiath. This act demonstrates the harsh realities of loyalty
and punishment in the kingdom, where mercy is intertwined with brutality. The scene
underscores the brutal justice system and the heavy burden carried by those in power,
exemplified by the dragon’s role in transferring guilt and responsibility. It sets a tone
of sacrifice and the moral complexities faced by characters caught between duty and

compassion.

The narrative then shifts to a tense and daring scene on Conscription Day, where the
protagonist walks the parapet in a dress, risking her life to reach Xaden. The act
symbolizes her desire to connect with him despite the danger, highlighting her
reckless determination. The scene vividly captures her internal conflict—fear, love, and
defiance—while emphasizing the peril of her actions. Her willingness to risk death
underscores her emotional vulnerability and the depth of her feelings for Xaden, who is

depicted as a solitary figure burdened by grief and responsibility.

As the protagonist approaches Xaden, their interaction becomes charged with raw
emotion. Xaden’s surprise at her presence, combined with his protective instincts,
sparks a tense yet intimate confrontation. Their exchange reveals their mutual
understanding and the unspoken tension between them. Despite the danger and his
command to turn back, they are drawn to each other, exposing their vulnerabilities
and the intensity of their connection. This moment signifies a breaking point in their

emotional barriers, setting the stage for a deeper relationship despite external threats.

In the concluding moments, the protagonist boldly declares her love for Xaden,
confronting their fears and the obstacles that stand in their way. She challenges his

doubts about a future together, asserting her desire for closeness and honesty. Their



dialogue reflects a complex mix of love, defiance, and mutual understanding,
illustrating their emotional sparring and the risk they are willing to take for each other.
The chapter ends with a powerful acknowledgment of their feelings, emphasizing that
their connection transcends logic and danger, driven by the reckless heart that refuses

to be subdued.

"”"“.?-:?."::_i:f;i‘ .:liu | u m ma ryer



