
CHAPTER XXV -Tom Swift and His

Electric Locomotive

In Chapter XXV of "Tom Swift and His Electric Locomotive," titled "Speed and Success,"
the characters experience the thrilling capabilities of Tom Swift's invention, the
Hercules 0001, an electric locomotive. This test run garners excitement and
satisfaction among the characters, including Mr. Damon and Mr. Bartholomew, the
president of the Hendrickton & Pas Alos Railroad, due to the impressive speed and
power demonstrated over the test route.

The chapter elaborates on the journey, highlighting the locomotive's performance and
the reactions of various characters to its speed and efficiency. Notably, the locomotive
successfully hauls a freight over challenging terrains, including the Pas Alos Range and
the mountain to Hammon, at unprecedented speeds, showcasing its superiority over
traditional steam engines. The test proves the electric locomotive's potential to
revolutionize rail transport, fulfilling Bartholomew's expectations and earning the Swift
Construction Company a lucrative contract for the production of more units.

The narrative also touches on personal moments among the characters. Tom Swift is
reunited with his father, Barton Swift, who had to be convinced of the locomotive's
merits before endorsing the new contract. Furthermore, Mary Nestor's appearance
introduces a heartwarming element, displaying her affection for Tom and concern for
his safety.

By the chapter's conclusion, Tom's invention is not only acknowledged as a
commercial success but also as a significant advancement in the field of
transportation. It marks a leap towards the "Age of Speed" in commercial rails,
positioning Tom Swift as a pivotal figure in engineering and innovation. The personal
interactions and professional achievements interwoven throughout the chapter



underscore the intertwining of human elements with technological progress,
highlighting the broader impacts of Tom's work on personal relationships and societal
advancement.


