
CHAPTER XI -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

In Chapter XI of "The Circus Boys on the Flying Rings," Phil and Teddy arrive at the
circus lot, filled with excitement about their new jobs. They have left their village
behind, vowing to earn and give back to those who cared for them. Teddy is somewhat
skeptical about their future in the circus, joking about their importance, while Phil
approaches the situation with a maturity and a sense of business acumen beyond his
years.

Upon reaching the circus lot, they promptly report to Mr. Sparling, the circus owner,
who gives them practical advice and sends them to dinner in the cook tent, ensuring
they're introduced and accepted among the performers. The meal is an eye-opener for
the boys; sitting at the performers' table, they shed their earlier fantasies about circus
life and begin to see the performers as ordinary people with extraordinary jobs. Phil is
recognized by some performers for his elephant ride during the grand entry, sparking
conversations that make the boys feel a part of the circus family.

Their conversation with a trapeze artist reveals the number of people involved in the
show and highlights the close-knit community within the circus. The presence of
unique talents, like Billy Thorpe, the Armless Wonder, further exposes the boys to the
diverse and remarkable skills found in the circus. Teddy's humor about the situation,
juxtaposed with Phil's more respectful curiosity, showcases their different personalities
and how they're adapting to their new environment.

After dinner, invited by Mr. Sparling, Phil contemplates riding the elephant, Emperor, in
the night show, recognizing the role such acts play in drawing and pleasing crowds. As
the night progresses, a tense moment unfolds with a trainer facing a dangerous



situation with Bengal, a tiger in a foul mood. Phil and Teddy witness the episode,
realizing the real dangers and responsibilities that come with circus life. Mr. Sparling's
handling of the situation, and the boys' firsthand experience of the unexpected perils
of their new world, underscore the seriousness beneath the circus's spectacle.

Through this chapter, the narrative effectively captures the excitement, wonders, and
sobering realities of circus life, as seen through the eyes of two young and hopeful
boys. Their journey from village lads to circus performers is marked by anticipation,
discovery, and a growing awareness of the complexities and dangers of their chosen
path.


