
CHAPTER IX -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

In Chapter IX of "The Circus Boys on the Flying Rings," the narrative follows Phil, a
courageous and adventurous boy who finds himself in thrilling company at the circus.
The chapter begins with Phil's unexpected ride on Emperor, an elephant, that delights
and amuses the circus audience. Phil's composure and rapport with the elephant earn
him admiration, particularly when he humbly requests the keeper not to punish
Emperor for their impromptu escapade. Transitioning from this adventure, Phil then
reunites with Mrs. Cahill and searches for his friend, Teddy Tucker. Teddy's own
mishaps lead him into trouble with the ringmaster but ultimately, both boys reunite in
the stands, turning their attention toward the circus acts.

As they observe, Phil and Teddy's commentary on the performers' skills and the wages
they might earn provides insight into their youthful curiosity and aspirations. Phil, in
particular, emerges as both a protagonist and a spectator, his reactions forming a
bridge between the audience in the circus and the reader. The performance by
Mademoiselle Mora, a talented bareback rider, captures the boys' attention, notably
with her acknowledgment of Phil, much to Teddy's chagrin and Mrs. Cahill's dry humor.

The narrative humorously intertwines personal heroism with circus spectacle when a
clown references Phil's earlier adventure in a song, suggesting his act of bravery was
both a feat worth celebrating and a whimsical part of the day's entertainment. The
chapter subtly layers themes of bravery, friendship, and the mesmerising allure of the
circus. The boys' engagement with the performances, especially the flying rings,
underscores their fascination with acrobatics—an interest grounded in their own
experiences practicing on schoolyard rings. The spotlight on Rodney Palmer, a
performer who acknowledges Phil and Teddy, reflects on the communal spirit of the



circus and the boys’ admiration for the performers’ skills.

This episode encapsulates the essence of circus life through the lens of youth, marked
by daring exploits, camaraderie, and a sense of wonder at the feats of circus
performers. It ends on a note of anticipation, symbolizing the allure of the circus and
its capacity to inspire dreams and foster connections among its varied audience.


