
CHAPTER XV -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

Following his successful performance, Phil Forrest receives commendations from Mr.
Miaco, the clown, while joking about the repercussions of becoming too prideful.
Despite the jovial exchanges, there's an awareness and preparation for the physical
demands of circus life, encapsulated by their discussion on dressing routines and the
importance of self-care post-performance. Phil, ambitious and reflective, dreams of
one day leading his own show, a notion that seems to amuse and perhaps inspire
those around him.

The camaraderie between Phil and Teddy is highlighted through their shared
experiences and challenges, emphasizing the necessity of adaptability and resilience
in circus life. Their interactions with Mr. Miaco and other performers provide a glimpse
into the makeshift familial bonds formed within the circus, fostering a sense of
belonging and mutual support amidst their transient lifestyle.

Phil and Teddy's struggles, from securing their sleeping arrangements in the canvas
wagon to confronting the natural elements, underscore the physical and mental
fortitude required of circus performers. Their humorous yet pragmatic approach to
obstacles, including coping with inclement weather and envisioning pragmatic
solutions like purchasing rubber coats, reflects their growing acclimatization to circus
hardships and their determination to persevere.

The conclusion of their day, soaked and seeking refuge, transitions to a moment of
learning and adaptation as they find solace and warmth by the steam boiler. This
episode encapsulates their ongoing journey of personal and professional growth within
the circus environment, driven by ambition, curiosity, and an unyielding spirit of
adventure. The chapter closes on a note of anticipation and readiness for the



challenges ahead, signifying Phil and Teddy's evolution from novices to emerging
showmen in the enchanting yet demanding circus landscape.


