
CHAPTER XIII -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

In Chapter XIII of "The Circus Boys on the Flying Rings," entitled "The Dawning of a
New Day," Teddy and Phil experience the harsh realities of circus life firsthand. Their
day begins abruptly when they are ejected onto the cold ground from their makeshift
bed by a tentman eager to start his day's work, leading to an immediate confrontation
between the inexperienced boys and the harried staff. As they battle the chilly dawn,
the two friends decide to warm up with some physical activity. Unfortunately, their
efforts result in an unplanned dip in a nearby stream, exacerbating their discomfort.

Shivering and miserable, the boys' spirits are initially low as they face the demands of
circus life without the glamor they had imagined. However, their morning takes a turn
for the better after they stumble upon the cook tent. A kind showman offers them hot
coffee, which not only warms their bodies but also lifts their spirits. The showman’s
encouragement prompts Phil and Teddy to volunteer for work in the cook tent,
beginning their day with a sense of purpose.

Their work at the cook tent quickly transforms their outlook. Engaged and active, they
bond with the friendly cook and show initiative that does not go unnoticed. Phil, in
particular, seizes the opportunity to propose wearing a costume for his act with
Emperor, and Mr. Sparling, the show owner, approves, seeing value in Phil's dedication
and foresight. This small victory is emblematic of Phil's approach to their new circus
life: facing challenges with optimism and a willingness to learn.

Mr. Sparling's acknowledgment of Phil's potential and value to the show reinforces the
boys’ belief in their own worth and contributions. By integrating themselves into the
fabric of circus life, Phil and Teddy quickly move from being mere spectators to active



participants, with Phil's role expanding beyond his expectations. Their initial adversity
in the cold morning leads to a series of interactions that not only endear them to the
circus community but also affirm their commitment to their chosen path.

This chapter emphasizes resilience, the importance of a positive attitude, and the
value of seizing opportunities. Despite a rough start, Phil and Teddy demonstrate that
with enthusiasm and hard work, they can adapt to and overcome the challenges of
circus life, drawing one step closer to realizing their dreams within the vibrant world of
the circus.


