
CHAPTER X -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

In Chapter X titled "Phil Gets a Surprise" of "The Circus Boys on the Flying Rings," Phil
Forrest seeks out Mr. Sparling, the circus owner, after being told he wanted to see him.
Phil, curious and slightly apprehensive, approaches Sparling's makeshift office,
humorously dubbed the "doghouse," reflecting on the possible reasons for the
summons. The chapter unfolds as a significant turning point for Phil, morphing from a
simple interaction to a life-changing conversation.

Phil's meeting with Mr. Sparling starts with uncertainty but quickly evolves into a
pivotal career opportunity. Sparling quizzes Phil on his recent actions around the
circus, particularly his intervention with Emperor, the circus's prized animal, hinting at
a blend of reprimand and intrigue. Despite Phil's modest dismissal of his deeds,
Sparling expresses knowledge of Phil's personal background, revealing an unexpected
depth of interest in him.

The conversation takes an exciting turn when Sparling offers Phil a position with the
circus, acknowledging his bravery and potential. With a blend of disbelief and
excitement, Phil negotiates his first contract, securing a weekly wage and fulfilling his
dream of joining the circus. This deal is not just a job offer; it's a gateway to adventure
and a new life for Phil, who has long harbored aspirations of circus life.

Phil's thoughts about the salary, combined with the responsibility and recognition,
reflect a mix of youthful optimism and a pragmatic outlook toward his future. This
marks a significant transition from boyhood curiosity about the circus to becoming an
essential part of it.



Mr. Sparling's advice to Phil underscores the chapter's thematic elements of growth,
responsibility, and the importance of maintaining integrity and humility. The
conversation also subtly challenges stereotypes about circus life, suggesting a
community bound by shared values and respect for professionalism.

As Phil exits, buoyed by his new role, he is tasked with a mission to bring his friend
Teddy into the fold, proposing an expansion of his newfound circus family. The chapter
closes on a hopeful note, with Phil and Teddy poised on the brink of a new journey,
illustrating themes of friendship, ambition, and the pursuit of dreams within the vibrant
world of the circus.


