
CHAPTER II -The circus boys on the

flying Rings

In Chapter II of "The Circus Boys on the Flying Rings," Phil faces a harsh confrontation
with his Uncle Abner Adams. When Phil returns home slightly late from school, his
interest in a circus bill becomes the spark for a severe altercation. Phil, who longs to
visit the circus, innocently proposes to earn the money himself for the ticket, but this
idea is met with disdain by his uncle, who views the circus—and those who attend
it—as unworthy. The conversation escalates quickly, revealing deeper discrepancies
between Phil's aspirations, respect for his deceased parents, and his uncle's bitter,
controlling demeanor.

Despite Phil's calm demeanor and attempts to reason, his uncle vehemently opposes
not only the idea of Phil attending the circus but also decries Phil's desire for further
education, demanding instead that he immediately join the workforce. This culminates
in Uncle Abner's decisive, cold command for Phil to leave the house for good—a
shocking turn that throws Phil into a deep emotional turmoil, exacerbated by the
disrespectful way his uncle disrupts his belongings and questions his integrity. Despite
the confrontation, Phil's resolve solidifies, and with a dignified farewell, he prepares to
leave, carrying only his essentials and the cherished picture of his mother, ready to
face an uncertain future with a brave heart. This chapter vividly paints the stark
contrast between Phil's youthful innocence and eagerness to contribute positively to
society, and Uncle Abner's harsh, cynical outlook on life, setting the stage for Phil's
determined pursuit of independence and dignity.


