Tales of Troy

Tales of Troy by Andrew Lang is a collection of retold Greek myths and legends
centered around the Trojan War, featuring heroes, gods, and the dramatic events

leading to the fall of Troy.

THE BOYHOOD AND PARENTS OF ULYSSES

In ancient Ithaca, a rugged, mountainous island on Greece's west coast, reigned a king
named Laertes. This tiny kingdom, described as shield-shaped due to its twin peaks
and valley, lacked horses, thus, chariot warfare was absent. Laertes' son, Ulysses,
unlike others, fought on foot. Despite the absence of horses, Ithaca flourished with
livestock and wildlife, and its seas teemed with fish, ensuring a prosperous life for its
inhabitants. Its climate was mild, adorned with a long summer and brief winter,
making the island a picturesque haven with blue seas, skies, and wildflowers dotting
its landscape. Temples and shrines to the Nymphs added to its beauty. No matter
where he went, Ulysses’ heart remained tethered to Ithaca, his childhood sanctuary

where he mastered boating, archery, hunting, and befriending hounds.

Ulysses’ mother, Anticleia, was the progeny of Autolycus, a master thief from the
mainland near Mount Parnassus and revered more for his cunning than maligned for
his thievery, in homage to Hermes, the Greek god of thieves. Ulysses inherited this
craftiness, utilizing it more for wartime strategy and survival rather than theft. As a
baby, he was named Odysseus, meaning "A MAN OF WRATH" by his grandfather, a
name that would evolve into Ulysses. His childhood was one of privilege and affection,

indicated by his father’s gift of fruit trees and vineyards for his exclusive use.



The narrative conveys Ulysses' upbringing amidst an environment that valued wisdom,
strategy, and the bounties of nature over mere brute strength. His story foreshadows a
life filled with adventure, cleverness, and a deep, unwavering connection to his roots in
Ilthaca. Despite his eventual travels and encounters with the wider world’s riches and
challenges, Ulysses' identity and values remained deeply influenced by the island of
his youth and the legacy of his ancestors, setting the stage for the epic tales that

would follow.



HOW PEOPLE LIVED IN THE TIME OF ULYSSES

In the age of Ulysses, Greece was a collection of small kingdoms, each with its own
monarch, nobility, and clear societal hierarchy. Kings ruled over their domains from
heavily fortified cities, surrounded by massive stone walls that later generations
attributed to giant builders-These rulers presided from palaces that were centers of
administrative and social life, featuring grandrhallspwhere the fire burned continuously.
This setting was not just the heart of political power but also of cultural life, with the
king and queen seated nobly on thrones of cedar, ivory, and gold, underpinning their

divine status in society.

The architecture of these palaces reflected a blend of fortitude and artistry. The halls
were adorned with bronze, gold, silver, and pictorial representations of hunts and
myths, illuminated by torches held aloft by golden statues. The smoke from these
sources blackened the ceilings and necessitated regular cleaning of the weaponry
displayed as both decoration and demonstration of martial prowess. Music and poetry,
performed by a resident minstrel, enriched the evenings, narrating tales of yore that

intertwined with the very identity of the people.

Domestic life was marked by both simplicity and luxury. Kings and their subjects
dressed in linen or silk tunics, secured with ornate brooches and girdled at the waist,
adapting in length according to preference or occasion. Woolen cloaks provided
warmth, while armor and shields offered protection in conflicts, reflecting a society
that was both agrarian and martial. Women, adorned in similar but more ornate attire,

showcased the wealth and status of their families through jewelry and elaborate dress.

The economy was primarily barter-based, with livestock, gold, and bronze pieces
serving as mediums of exchange. Agriculture and war underpinned the social order,

with slavery being a common but relatively humane fate for prisoners of conflict. Gold



and bronze metallurgy flourished, manifesting in exquisite jewelry, weapons, and

ceremonial items that highlighted the artistic sophistication of the era.

Religious beliefs permeated every aspect of life, with a pantheon of gods overseeing
the moral and physical world. These deities, while embodying ideal human forms and
qualities, were also subject to human-like flaws and emotions, influencing and
interacting with the world of men in a complex relationship of reverence, fear, and

negotiation.

Marriage customs reflected the intersection.of love,. economics, and social alliances,
with dowries and bride prices cementing unions that'were as much about affection as
they were about political and economic stability. This societal fabric, though appearing
lavish and splendid to modern eyes, also bore the marks of a rudimentary lifestyle in
certain aspects, such as the crude preparation of food and the maintenance of living

spaces.

In sum, the time of Ulysses was a rich tapestry of martial valor, artistic achievement,
and deep-seated belief systems that provided a vibrant backdrop to the legendary

tales of Troy.



THE CRUELTY OF ACHILLES, AND THE RANSOMING
OF HECTOR

In the tale of "The Cruelty of Achilles, and the Ransoming of Hector" from "Tales of
Troy," the story begins with the ghost of Patroclus appearing to Achilles, urging him to
conduct funeral rites:"Achilles responds by gathering wood for a massive funeral pyre,
covering Patroclus in white linen, ‘and sacrificing ‘cattle.along with twelve Trojan
prisoners as an honor—but this act is marked by shame due to Achilles' wrath and
grief. After the pyre burns through the night, Patroclus' bones are encased in gold and
kept by Achilles, who decrees that their ashes be mixed upon his own death, beneath

a memorial chamber on a hill at Troy.

To honor Patroclus, Achilles hosts games including chariot racing and wrestling, where
Ulysses excels. Despite these honors, Achilles desecrates Hector's body, dragging it
around Patroclus' tomb, until the gods intervene. Thetis, Achilles' mother, is instructed
to convince her son to return Hector's body to Priam for ransom. Priam, amid immense
sorrow and humiliation, prepares a lavish ransom and personally visits Achilles,

pleading for his son's return by invoking common paternal bonds.

Achilles, moved by Priam's plea and reflecting on his own mortality and the shared
sorrows of human condition, agrees. Hector's body is cleaned, and returned to Priam in
a gesture of respect and recognition of shared humanity. Priam and Achilles share a

meal, bonding over their respective losses.

Priam returns to Troy with Hector's body stealthily to avoid Achilles changing his mind.
Upon his return, the women of Troy, including Andromache, Hector's wife, and Helen,
mourn Hector's death profoundly. The scene concludes with a communal lament,
showcasing the depth of grief and loss war brings, and highlighting the fleeting

moments of compassion amidst the brutality of conflict. This chapter thus serves as a



poignant reminder of both the cruelty and the humanity that exist within the heart of

warriors, set against the backdrop of the legendary Trojan War.



HOW ULYSSES STOLE THE LUCK OF TROY

In the chapter “How Ulysses Stole the Luck of Troy” from "Tales of Troy," the narrative
progresses after Hector's burial, with the siege of Troy continuing languidly. The
Greeks, inexperienced in siege warfare, cannot breach the Trojans' defenses, bolstered
by their anticipation of reinforcements, including the Amazons and the Khita, led by
King Memnon. Central to Trojan defense istheyRalladiumy an ancient divine image

within the temple of Pallas Athene, believed to secure Troy's invincibility.

Ulysses, inspired by his lineage and fueled by divine petition to Hermes, conceives a
plan to seize the Palladium. Feigning a quest for auxiliary support from Anius’ magical
daughters in Delos, he disguises himself as a beggar within the Greek camp,
strategically cultivating a nuisance persona. Amidst this disguise, he endures beatings
and disdain, ultimately gaining entry into Troy under the guise of a mistreated
vagrant. When Helen of Troy encounters Ulysses, her compassion leads her to
unwittingly shelter the enemy. Ulysses’ cunning allows him to maintain his cover, even

extracting from Helen crucial intelligence about Trojan allies.

Utilizing a drug to incapacitate a priestess, Ulysses accomplishes his mission,
substituting the Palladium with a replica. His escape back to the Greek camp, first as a
fugitive hiding in the wilderness and then as a triumphant hero, seals the deed. The
revelation of the Palladium's theft electrifies the Greek ranks, marks Ulysses as a
figure of unparalleled bravery and strategy, and plunges Troy into despair over the

loss of their divine protection.

This act not only exemplifies Ulysses’ ingenuity and resilience but also depicts the
intricate interplay of divine intervention, fate, and human agency that pervades the
Trojan War saga. Helen's role as an unwilling yet pivotal contributor to Troy's downfall
underscores the tragic dimensions of her character, caught between two worlds. The

chapter encapsulates the broader themes of cunning over strength, the intertwined



destinies of gods and mortals, and the relentless pursuit of victory at the cost of

personal sacrifice and moral ambiguity.



HOW ULYSSES INVENTED THE DEVICE OF THE
HORSE OF TREE

Following Paris's death, Helen remained captivated in Troy, now taken by Deiphobus,
Paris's brother, due to the Trojans' refusal to return her to the Greeks, who continued
their siege on Troy. Despite their valiant efforts, the Greek attacks on the Trojan walls
were repelled, leading them to seek counsel'from'the prophet Calchas. He advised
employing cunning, inspired by an omen involving a hawk and a dove, suggesting

deception over direct confrontation.

Ulysses proposed a cunning plan: constructing a massive wooden horse to hide select
Greek warriors inside. The plan involved the bulk of the Greek forces pretending to
retreat to Tenedos, leaving the horse as a deceitful offering to trick the Trojans into
bringing it within their walls. A Greek, unknown by sight to the Trojans, was to
convince them that the Greeks had retreated, fearing the wrath of Pallas due to a
desecrated image, and that the horse was an offering to appease the goddess. This
man would suggest that bringing the horse into Troy would turn Pallas's favor away
from the Greeks. Trusting this, the Trojans would then inadvertently allow the Greek
warriors inside the horse to emerge at night, setting the stage for Troy's downfall by

opening its gates to the returning Greek army.

While Neoptolemus, son of Achilles, preferred a straightforward assault, Calchas and
others backed Ulysses's strategy, encouraged by favorable omens. Epeius, a skilled
carpenter, swiftly constructed the horse, and Ulysses then recruited brave Greeks to
fill it. Sinon volunteered to remain behind to act as the deceptive herald to the
Trojans—a role deemed more courageous than combat due to the risk of being
disbelieved and killed by the Trojans. Thus, the Greek plan aimed at taking Troy not
through strength, but through strategic deception, encapsulating their shift towards

cunning as a means to end the ten-year siege.



DEATH OF ACHILLES

**Death of Achilles - Summary**

In this chapter of "Tales of Troy," the narrative unfolds with Ulysses reminiscing about
Helen's role in the Trojan War. Her beauty remains unmatched, yet her sorrow grows,
knowing she's the cause of such strife. Ulysses stays silent about an ominous prophecy
involving the Amazons, a fierce race of warrior womenwTheir queen, Penthesilea,
driven by both ambition and grief over her sister's accidental death, leads twelve

Amazons to Troy, hoping to achieve glory or a noble death.

Penthesilea’s arrival stirs a mix of awe and hope in Troy, her formidable presence
likened to mythological figures of beauty and power. The Trojans embrace her, hoping
she can tilt the war in their favor. Meanwhile, the Greeks are puzzled and intimidated
by this new adversary leading the Trojan forces. In the ensuing battle, Penthesilea and
her maidens cause significant casualties among the Greeks, embodying the ferocity of

their mythical lineage.

However, the tide turns when Achilles and Aias join the fray. Despite her valor,
Penthesilea falls to Achilles, marking a poignant moment where Achilles, struck by her
beauty even in death, mourns the warrior queen he killed, lamenting the life they

could have had.

The Greeks, moved by Penthesilea's bravery, return her body along with those of her
maidens to Troy for a respectful funeral, paralleling the end of a significant chapter in

the war's lore.

Following her death, the narrative shifts to the arrival of Memnon, the Ethiopian king
and another formidable opponent. Despite steadfast resistance, Memnon meets his

demise at Achilles' hands, but not without causing grief by killing Antilochus, Nestor's



son, thus compelling Achilles into a fierce duel driven by personal vendetta.

Paris's arrow, aimed at Achilles' only vulnerable spot, fulfills Hector's prophecy, leading
to Achilles' downfall. His death becomes a fulcrum, prompting a fierce battle over his

body, symbolizing the immense loss to the Greeks.

Mourning Achilles, both his mother, Thetis, and the Greek warriors honor him through
a funeral pyre and games. The dispute over who should inherit his divine armor pits
Aias and Ulysses against one another, leading to a trial where Trojan prisoners, serving
as impartial judges, declare Ulysses the worthier .due to his cunning and bravery,

leaving Aias in anguished contemplation.

This chapter encompasses themes of valor, loss, and the inexorable march towards

destiny, encapsulated in the tragic end of heroes and the pivot of war's fortunes.



THE SLAYING OF PARIS

In "The Slaying of Paris" from "Tales of Troy," the Greek army, facing new challenges
under Trojan leader Deiphobus, seeks advice from their seer Calchas. He instructs
them to retrieve Philoctetes, a skilled archer abandoned on Lemnos due to a
venomous, incurable wound-caused by a dragon. Residing in misery, left to fend off
with sea birds, his existence is-marked byjconstant-agony and isolation. Ulysses and

Diomede are dispatched to bring him back, promising healing and honors.

Upon arrival at the desolate Lemnos, they encounter Philoctetes, a figure of despair
and hostility. However, they manage to persuade him to join them back to Troy,
promising to heal his wound. His condition improves under the care of the Greek
physician Podaleirius, and he is welcomed warmly by Agamemnon and given gifts,

regaining his zest for battle.

The narrative shifts to the Trojan front, where Paris, infamous for his role in triggering
the war and the death of Achilles, encounters Philoctetes. Boasting superior archery
skills, Philoctetes injures Paris with a poisoned arrow. The venom's torment drives Paris
to seek OEnone, a nymph and his former lover, on Mount Ida, hoping for a cure.

Despite their past and Paris's betrayal for Helen of Troy, he pleads for OEnone's mercy.

OEnone's reaction encapsulates a mixture of old love and deep scorn. She confronts
Paris with the consequences of his choices, revealing the emotional turmoil and
complexity of their relationship. The chapter intricately weaves themes of betrayal,
redemption, and the cruel inevitabilities of fate, showcasing the profound impacts of

personal decisions on both the individual and the cosmic scale of the Trojan War.



VALOUR OF EURYPYLUS

In "Tales of Troy," the death of Aias (Ajax) brings deep sorrow to the Greek camp,
particularly affecting Ulysses (Odysseus), who regrets the controversy over Achilles'
arms that led Aias to his demise. Despite their victories, the Greeks feel the toll of war,
having lost many heroes, including Achilles and Patroclus. Doubt and weariness grip
them, leading to a proposal by Menelausjtorabandon thersiege, a test of their resolve.
Diomede (Diomedes) and Ulysses reject this, with Ulysses announcing plans to bring
Achilles' son, Neoptolemus, from Scyros to fill his father's shoes. Amidst a temporary
lull in the fighting, the Trojans, bolstered by the arrival of Eurypylus and his fresh

forces, resume the assault, pushing the Greeks to a defensive stance.

Eurypylus, incentivized by the promise of the great golden vine from Priam, sets sail
for Troy. With his Khita warriors, they immediately impact the battlefield, leading to
significant Greek losses, including the healer Machaon. Despite being wounded,
Eurypylus continues fighting valiantly, embodying the heroic ideals of his grandfather
Heracles. The Greeks, now under heavy pressure, hold their ground desperately, with

Agamemnon and Menelaus fighting fiercely against the Trojan onslaught.

The narrative shifts to Ulysses and Diomede's journey to recruit Neoptolemus. Upon
reaching Scyros, they find the young warrior eager to join the Greek cause after
learning of their plight. Despite his mother's sorrow, Neoptolemus departs for Troy,
driven by the desire to honor his father's legacy. As his arrival is eagerly anticipated by
the beleaguered Greeks, Neoptolemus lands, ready to confront the Trojans, signaling a
potential turning point in the siege of Troy. The chapter paints a vivid picture of the
cycle of hope and despair that characterizes the Trojan War, highlighting the

complexities of heroism and the continuous search for glory amidst tragedy.



THE WOOING OF HELEN OF THE FAIR HANDS

In “The Wooing of Helen of The Fair Hands," the narrative sets in an ancient time
marked by the valor and quests of young princes aiming at marriage with prestigious
ladies. Among these ladies, Helen, the daughter of King Tyndicus, stands peerless in
beauty, attracting suitors from far and wide. Despite the considerable competition,
Ulysses, hailing from a;small kingdom, joins-thejcontest for Helen's hand. Unlike his
taller, wealthier opponents adorned in gold, Ulysses, a man of shorter stature with
broad shoulders and long yellow hair, excels in wisdom, craftsmanship, and archery,
yet lacks the resources and horses that could enhance his appeal. Nevertheless, he

shares a profound friendship with Helen, an aspect pivotal to the unfolding story.

King Tyndicus, striving for a commitment to peace among the suitors, mandates an
oath to support his chosen son-in-law, thereby selecting Menelaus, King of
Lacedaemon, as Helen's husband. Menelaus stands out not for his sheer strength but
his courage and royal stature, somehow less prestigious in combat prowess compared
to other heroes like the gigantic Aias or Agamemnon, but destined to be Helen's
partner. Meanwhile, the mightiest of warriors, Achilles, remains absent from this quest,
concealed among girls to escape a foretold fate of glorious yet short-lived heroism at

war, as devised by his mother, the sea goddess Thetis.

With Helen married to Menelaus, and the union of her twin sister Clytaemnestra to
Agamemnon marking alliances among the princes, a brief era of harmony emerges.
The narrative then shifts focus to Penelope, cousin to Helen, whose beauty, albeit
outshone by Helen, captivates Ulysses. Recognizing Ulysses's virtues, Penelope's
father, Icarius, blesses their union, laying the foundation of a deeply affectionate
marriage. They retire to Ulysses's realm, Ithaca, possibly relieved to distance
themselves from Helen's overwhelming allure and the troubles it forebodes. Helen's

past is touched upon, revealing a childhood abduction by Theseus and her rescue,



hinting at her enchanting allure that transcends her beauty, fortified by gifts such as a
mystical red jewel. This chapter weaves the initial fabric of relationships, alliances, and

love triangles that define the saga, setting the stage for epic tales that follow.



TROJAN VICTORIES

The chapter "Trojan Victories" from "Tales of Troy" unfolds amidst the tumult and valor
of ancient warfare, rekindling the events that pushed the Greeks and Trojans deeper
into conflict. Pandarus, a Trojan prince, ignites the flames of war anew by breaking the
peace oath and wounding-Menelaus with an arrow, provoking Greek fury. Agamemnon,
stirred by brotherly love-and the threat of dishenonyrallies the Greeks, accusing
leaders like Ulysses and Diomede of cowardice, a charge both swiftly refute. The battle
escalates with Trojans and Greeks clashing fiercely, each warrior's prowess highlighted
in a chaotic valor, where strategies, personal vendettas, and heroic deeds interweave,

painting a vivid tableau of ancient warfare's brutality and honor.

Amid the fray, notable warriors like Ulysses and Diomede exhibit unparalleled bravery,
navigating the complexities of battle and leadership. Ulysses, with his strategic
acumen, and Diomede, with his indomitable courage, spearhead a covert operation
against the Trojans, capturing and killing Dolon, a Trojan spy, and then decimating the
Thracian camp led by King Rhesus. This act not only demonstrates their tactical genius
but also sows despair among the Trojan allies, showcasing the psychological warfare

that pervades the epic conflict.

The chapter meticulously chronicles the ebb and flow of battle, from the charged
preparations to the violent clashes, and the subsequent strategies employed by both
sides to gain the upper hand. The Greeks, led by Agamemnon's fervor and the cunning
of Ulysses and Diomede, exploit Trojan weaknesses, utilizing guile and brute force to
disrupt Trojan advances, culminating in the audacious theft of Rhesus' splendid horses.
This deed not only demoralizes the Trojan alliance but also rekindles hope among the
Greek ranks, illustrating the war's dynamic nature, where fortunes can change with a

single daring act.



Through detailed descriptions and a focus on individual valor and strategic maneuvers,
"Trojan Victories" captures the essence of the Trojan War, reflecting on themes of
honor, betrayal, and the tragic cost of conflict. It underscores the complexity of war,
where personal honor, divine interventions, and the harsh realities of battle coalesce,
painting a picture of an era where heroes were forged on the anvil of war, and the
fates of empires were decided on the battlefield. This chapter not only advances the
narrative of the Trojan War but also delves into the psychological and emotional
depths of its characters, offering insights into their motivations, fears, and unyielding

courage in the face of insurmountable odds.



BATTLE AT THE SHIPS

With the break of dawn, Agamemnon, the Greek king, awakens, his fear dissipated. He
armors himself, orders the chiefs in front of their chariots, and the army takes
formation, with spearmen in the center and bowmen and slingers at the flanks under a
foreboding black cloud raining red. The Trojans, with Hector in shining armor darting

across their ranks like a fleetingstar, assembileion @iheight across the plain.

As the two armies collide, a brutal struggle ensues, likened to reapers slicing through
corn. Despite numerous casualties, neither side yields, with heroes from both camps
venturing deep into enemy lines. By noon, under Agamemnon'’s lead, the Greeks rally,
breaching the Trojan front akin to a wildfire devouring a forest. Agamemnon’s fury

results in multiple Trojans slain, but eventually, he is wounded and retreats.

The Trojans, rallied by Hector, push back fiercely, with Hector himself felling nine
Greek chiefs in a charge that sends the Greeks into disarray. The battlefield withesses
the valor of Ulysses and Diomede as they stand against the torrents of Trojan assaults,
slaying numerous enemies. Diomede wounds Hector, who temporarily withdraws only
to return with renewed ferocity, dispersing the Greek forces until only Ulysses remains
defiant amidst overwhelming odds but eventually receives aid and is withdrawn to

safety.

With key Greek warriors injured, the Greek lines waver, facing the threat of total
collapse. Meanwhile, Achilles, abstaining from battle due to a quarrel, sends Patroclus
to inquire about the wounded, setting a chain of events into motion that would lead to

tragic consequences.

The chapter concludes with the Greeks, inspired by the presence of their wounded
leaders, rallying once more, even managing to temporarily repulse the Trojans.

However, Hector’s near-death experience only hardens his resolve, and upon recovery,



he leads the Trojans in a fierce charge that turns the tide once more in their favor. The
belief in omens is shown to shape the morale and strategic decisions in the chaos of
war, highlighting the ancient world's intertwining of fate, valor, and the divine will in

the tumultuous saga of Troy.



THE SLAYING AND AVENGING OF PATROCLUS

At a critical moment, with the Greek ships under threat, Patroclus seeks Achilles' aid,
proposing to wear his armor and lead the fresh Myrmidons into battle. Achilles
consents but instructs Patroclus to only repel the Trojans, not pursue them. Patroclus,
donning Achilles' feared armor, successfully pushes the Trojans back with the
Myrmidons' aid, mistakenly believing Achillesrthasyneturned to the fray. Despite his
victory near the ships, Patroclus overextends into the Trojan ranks, aiming to breach

their city walls, defying Achilles' orders.

During a fierce confrontation, Hector slays Patroclus, who, with his dying breath,
predicts Hector's imminent death by Achilles. Achilles, gripped by grief and rage upon
learning of Patroclus' death, vows vengeance. A truce is temporarily forged for the

Greeks to mourn Patroclus, during which Thetis gifts Achilles divine armor.

Achilles, now donning his new armor, initiates a relentless onslaught against the
Trojans, driving them to the brink of Troy's walls. In a pivotal duel, Hector faces
Achilles but finds himself outmatched; Achilles kills Hector, refusing any dignity in
Hector's death despite his plea. In defiance, he desecrates Hector's body, dragging it
back to the Greek camp, leaving Troy in mourning. Andromache, Hector's wife,
devastated upon witnessing her husband's dishonor, laments the loss and envisages a

bleak future for their son, now fatherless, and the plight of remaining unburied.

This chapter encapsulates the themes of honor, vengeance, and the tragic costs of
war, illustrating the inexorable path toward further suffering and the personal

vendettas that fuel the Trojan War's continuation.



THE END OF TROY AND THE SAVING OF HELEN

In the culminating events of the Trojan War, as depicted in "Tales of Troy," the Trojans
witnessed the Greek fleet's departure and discovered their deserted camp and a giant
wooden horse left behind, amidst their joy and suspicion. The Trojans, upon finding
Sinon—a Greek left intentionally—were initially hostile but became intrigued by his
fabricated story of being a scapegoat forjthe Greeks; condemned to death as a
sacrifice to the gods for a safe journey home. Sinon cunningly persuaded the Trojans
of the horse’s divine significance, urging its preservation to avoid the wrath of the

goddess Pallas Athene.

Deceived by Sinon's tale, the Trojans brought the wooden horse into Troy, engaging in
celebrations that masked their impending doom. Meanwhile, Helen, under Deiphobus's
guard, was coerced into mimicking the voices of Greek warriors' wives in an attempt to
deceive the hidden Greeks within the horse. Despite a single moment of near-betrayal,

the Greeks inside remained silent, maintaining their ruse.

As night fell and Troy lay in drunken slumber, the Greek warriors emerged from the
horse, opening the gates for their returning forces. A brutal massacre ensued, with the
Greeks sparing no Trojan, leading to the desecration of sacred spaces and the
slaughter of Priam, Troy's aged king, by Neoptolemus. Amidst the chaos, Menelaus
sought Helen, intending vengeance. However, upon finding her, his resolve melted
away, replaced by a rekindled love. Ulysses, revealing his role in sparing Helen by

invoking a previously sworn oath, played a part in this reconciliation.

The narrative, dense with cunning stratagems and dramatic turns, captures the final
hours of Troy's siege. The Greeks' deceptive ploy, involving the wooden horse—a
symbol of both their guile and the Trojans' folly—brought about Troy's downfall. The
chapter intricately intertwines themes of deception, fate, and the volatile nature of

human emotions, culminating in a poignant, albeit tragic, denouement of the Trojan



War saga, where love and vengeance vie for primacy in the human heart.
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