
LETTER--To Omar Khayyam

In his letter to the Persian poet Omar Khayyam, the author pays homage to Khayyam's
philosophical and existential musings, encapsulating the essence of his work while
contextualizing it within a broad historical and geographical tapestry. He begins by
evoking the imagery of southern breezes tossing rose petals—symbolic of beauty and
transience—over Khayyam's grave, a nod to the poet's own verses on life's fleeting
nature. This introduction not only sets the letter's reflective tone but also aligns the
author's admiration with Khayyam's appreciation for the simpler pleasures of
existence, such as the shade beneath a bough or the observation of the world's
ceaseless motion.

The writer delves into Khayyam's skepticism regarding the afterlife, portraying him as
a figure detached from the dogmas of heaven or hell, and content in his uncertainty—a
rendition of Khayyam's own questioning stance toward divine judgment and the
mysteries of death. This perspective is encapsulated in the rhetorical query about a
pitcher fearing the well, which symbolizes the inevitability of fate and the futility of
fearing the end. The author suggests that, like potsherds, humans are ultimately
returned to the earth, forgotten in the cycle of existence, a reflection of Khayyam's
fatalistic views on mortality and the eternal return to stillness.

In a broader sweep, the letter links Khayyam's contemplations on the ephemeral
nature of life and existence to the ancient wisdom of the East, contrasting it with a
pivotal moment in Western history—the Battle of Senlac (Battle of Hastings), where
Harold Godwinson fell. This juxtaposition not only serves to bridge distinct cultural
philosophies but also highlights the universality of Khayyam's themes across time and
place.

By intertwining references to historical events, geographic locations, and Khayyam's
poetic themes, the author crafts a tribute that is as much an acknowledgment of



Khayyam's influence on literature and philosophy as it is a reflection on the collective
human condition—our shared confrontations with life's impermanence, the search for
meaning amidst uncertainty, and the beauty found in life's transient moments. This
imaginative correspondence encapsulates the essence of Khayyam's work, translating
his reverie on existence into a timeless dialogue that spans cultures and epochs,
inviting readers to ponder the enduring questions of life and the legacy of wisdom
bequeathed by voices of the past.


