
LETTER--To Master Isaak Walton

In a heartfelt letter addressed to Master Isaak Walton, the author fondly recalls the joy
and solace found in Walton's "The Compleat Angler," amidst the challenges and
evolutions of angling and landscape that have occurred since Walton's time. The
author delineates how urban expansion and pollution have encroached upon the once
idyllic angling spots near London, rendering the pursuit of trout—a symbol of
tranquility and contentment—increasingly difficult for the common angler. This
transformation reflects broader societal and environmental degradations, with angling
liberties confined to those who can afford them, exacerbating societal discontent.

The narrative continues by contrasting the angling experiences in England with those
in the more remote and rugged terrains of Scotland, where trout are less wary and the
angling spirit discovered by Richard Franck—despite his contentious political
affiliations—remains accessible. Franck's criticism of Walton and Walton's lack of
response to such critiques highlight a philosophical divergence between the two men,
underscoring Walton's pacifistic and contemplative nature versus Franck's
confrontational stance.

Walton’s life, marked by personal loss and the tumult of political upheaval, remained
unmarred by bitterness, credited to his innate kindness, deep faith, and love for
angling. These virtues served as a triple anchor, steadying him amidst the "labyrinth of
human fortunes." The author admires Walton’s ability to maintain his equanimity and
faith despite the chaos, presenting him as a paragon of balance and resilience. The
closing thoughts speculate on the authorship of the pastoral poem "Thealma and
Clearchus," attributing it to John Chalkhill, and questioning the true genesis of the
work, which adds an element of mystery to Walton’s literary legacy.

This reflection not only serves as an homage to Walton but also as a meditation on the
evolving relationship between humans and nature, the value of simplicity and



contentment, and the enduring virtues that can guide one through life's vicissitudes.
Through Walton's example, the author advocates for a life enriched by the tranquility
of nature, the steadfastness of faith, and the simplicity of pleasures that withstand the
test of time and societal transformation.


