
CHAPTER XIV - Thuvia, Maid of Mars

CHAPTER XIV – Thuvia, Maid of Mars continues with Thuvia imprisoned in the bleak
tower of Astok, where her resolve is tested by fear and isolation. Each passing moment
reveals how little regard Astok has for honor, and Thuvia, despite her circumstances,
refuses to be cowed by his presence. Without a weapon or ally nearby, she relies on
her mental strength, recalling the courage of men like Kulan Tith and Carthoris of
Helium to anchor her spirit and sharpen her will to resist.

Astok, blinded by obsession and insecurity, hopes to break Thuvia’s defiance, but she
meets his threats with scorn. Her imprisonment is not merely physical—it is an
emotional test that further highlights her resilience. Even in confinement, she clings to
dignity, choosing silence over submission when faced with Astok’s demands, her mind
constantly searching for a path to freedom, however impossible it seems.

The stakes rise when Vas Kor arrives, pressing for Thuvia’s death to eliminate
complications in Dusarian politics. As tension builds, Carthoris appears like a shadow
reborn, seizing the moment with strategic precision. His arrival turns fear into action,
and within moments, he challenges Astok’s authority, defeating the guards with calm
brutality and calculated skill, his blade clearing a path through danger as they attempt
to flee.

Thuvia, though initially stunned, does not hesitate to follow, her trust in Carthoris as
much a reflection of his valor as it is of her intuition. Their escape aboard the Thuria is
a perilous gamble, one complicated by their need to evade Astok’s soldiers who swarm
the landing platform. Carthoris maneuvers the ship with practiced hands, his focus
split between defending their lives and navigating their course to safety in the Martian
skies above.



As they soar away from Dusar, a new challenge emerges when a Kaolian warship is
spotted below, under siege by green Martians. Carthoris immediately recognizes the
vessel and learns that Kulan Tith, a friend and ruler of Kaol, is trapped aboard. Without
hesitation, he alters their route, not to save himself or Thuvia, but to honor a bond
between kingdoms—choosing duty even at great personal risk.

This decision earns Thuvia’s unspoken admiration. Carthoris, already distinguished by
his prowess, now reveals a selflessness that places others above his own desires, even
when the consequences might mean capture or death. It is in this moment that his
heroism transcends skill and becomes a matter of character, revealing why Helium’s
warriors are both feared and revered across Barsoom.

The assault on the green warriors is swift and efficient. Carthoris and Thuvia, alongside
a handful of Kaolian survivors, repel the enemy long enough to rescue the imperiled
crew. In the chaos, the partnership between Thuvia and Carthoris deepens—not just
romantically, but in mutual respect forged through shared peril. Their actions rescue
more than men; they restore trust between their peoples.

By the chapter’s end, the skies are quiet again, though the cost of the battle is not
small. The damaged warship drifts silently, a symbol of sacrifice and solidarity.
Carthoris’s choice to intervene, when escape had been within reach, signals that his
loyalty to honor will always outweigh personal gain—a trait that defines him and
distinguishes him from the self-serving nobles of Barsoom’s fractured alliances.

This chapter serves as both a climax and a compass for the story’s trajectory. It
merges romantic tension, Martian politics, and relentless action into a seamless arc
that elevates both Thuvia and Carthoris as central figures not just in survival, but in
shaping the fate of their world. Their escape is more than physical—it is symbolic of a
deeper awakening, one where personal courage must confront a planet gripped by
war, betrayal, and divided loyalties.


