
VALOUR OF EURYPYLUS

In "Tales of Troy," the death of Aias (Ajax) brings deep sorrow to the Greek camp,
particularly affecting Ulysses (Odysseus), who regrets the controversy over Achilles'
arms that led Aias to his demise. Despite their victories, the Greeks feel the toll of war,
having lost many heroes, including Achilles and Patroclus. Doubt and weariness grip
them, leading to a proposal by Menelaus to abandon the siege, a test of their resolve.
Diomede (Diomedes) and Ulysses reject this, with Ulysses announcing plans to bring
Achilles' son, Neoptolemus, from Scyros to fill his father's shoes. Amidst a temporary
lull in the fighting, the Trojans, bolstered by the arrival of Eurypylus and his fresh
forces, resume the assault, pushing the Greeks to a defensive stance.

Eurypylus, incentivized by the promise of the great golden vine from Priam, sets sail
for Troy. With his Khita warriors, they immediately impact the battlefield, leading to
significant Greek losses, including the healer Machaon. Despite being wounded,
Eurypylus continues fighting valiantly, embodying the heroic ideals of his grandfather
Heracles. The Greeks, now under heavy pressure, hold their ground desperately, with
Agamemnon and Menelaus fighting fiercely against the Trojan onslaught.

The narrative shifts to Ulysses and Diomede's journey to recruit Neoptolemus. Upon
reaching Scyros, they find the young warrior eager to join the Greek cause after
learning of their plight. Despite his mother's sorrow, Neoptolemus departs for Troy,
driven by the desire to honor his father's legacy. As his arrival is eagerly anticipated by
the beleaguered Greeks, Neoptolemus lands, ready to confront the Trojans, signaling a
potential turning point in the siege of Troy. The chapter paints a vivid picture of the
cycle of hope and despair that characterizes the Trojan War, highlighting the
complexities of heroism and the continuous search for glory amidst tragedy.


