
THE LITTLE WRETCH

In this chapter of "Dolly Dialogues," the narrator engages in a conversation with Mrs.
Hilary Musgrave about Johnny Tompkins, a young man who had been sent away with
instructions to reform himself. Mrs. Musgrave immediately dismisses Johnny as "the
little wretch," noting his past thefts that nearly amounted to a thousand, which briefly
elevated his social standing. Mr. Carter, the narrator, explores Mrs. Musgrave's
awareness and opinion on the matter, revealing that despite Johnny's respectable
family background, he was not prosecuted for his crimes due, in part, to Hilary
Musgrave's intervention.

Throughout the exchange, it is revealed that Johnny's theft was motivated by love,
challenging Mrs. Musgrave's perception of both Johnny and the unnamed woman
involved. Despite her dismissive stance towards Johnny and the circumstances
surrounding the theft, it is hinted that Hilary Musgrave had a closer connection to the
affair than Mrs. Musgrave initially realized. This leads to a probing dialogue where Mr.
Carter hints at Hilary's potential feelings for the woman Johnny stole for, which
unsettles Mrs. Musgrave.

As the conversation unfolds, Mr. Carter cunningly leads Mrs. Musgrave to realize that
she herself might be the woman Johnny and, subsequently, Hilary were enamored
with, evidenced by Johnny’s willingness to commit crimes for her affection and Hilary’s
protective actions. This revelation transforms Mrs. Musgrave's indignation into a mix of
astonishment and reflection on her relationship with Hilary, subtly shifting her
emotions from anger to a more compassionate view towards “the little wretch” and a
newfound appreciation for Hilary.

Through witty dialogues and a sophisticated unfolding of information, the narrative
explores themes of love, deception, and the complexities of human relationships, all
while maintaining a light-hearted and engaging tone. The chapter cleverly concludes



with Mrs. Musgrave coming to terms with the nuanced realities of her husband's
actions, Johnny's motivations, and her own role in the events that transpired, echoed
in the closing sentiments she expresses towards both men.


