
CHAPTER XI - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter XI, titled "Egg, Egg, Who's Got the Egg?" of "The Circus Boys On the
Mississippi," Teddy Tucker's dismay over his missing ostrich egg ignites a peculiar
investigation on the "Fat Marie." Teddy's scramble begins after recognizing the egg's
disappearance from his locked trunk. Phil Forrest, his companion, remains skeptical of
the egg’s mysterious absence, prompting them to search Teddy's cabin for clues.
Despite everything being in place except for the egg, it is clear they face a
premeditated theft.

Phil's calm demeanor in handling the situation contrasts Teddy's frenzied panic. While
Phil does not outwardly share his suspicions, it's evident he harbors theories about the
perpetrator. Their concern escalates to involve Mr. Sparling, the showman, who, after
examining the scene, vows retribution against the thief. The theft, peculiar in nature, is
believed not to be for consumption but more likely aimed at troubling Teddy. Phil and
Teddy speculate on potential suspects, including a fleeting accusation towards
January, an unlikely donkey.

Phil’s detective efforts extend beyond mere conversations. He discreetly engages with
the crew and performers, subtly observing the dynamics within the circus group. The
situation takes a serious turn when Phil stumbles upon an anger-fueled encounter with
Diaz, the Spanish clown, who reveals a threatening demeanor over an implied
accusation concerning the egg's theft.

The narrative not only showcases the mystery surrounding the lost egg but also delves
into the intricate interactions among circus members. Phil's methodical approach to
solving the mystery, coupled with his attempt to preserve camaraderie amongst the



crew, outlines the dual challenge they face: maintaining the circus's internal harmony
while navigating the unpredictabilities of their traveling show.

As the chapter closes, Phil's confrontation with Diaz escalates dangerously, hinting at
deeper tensions and secrets within the circus. The stolen egg becomes more than a
mere missing item; it symbolizes the underlying discord and mistrust among the circus
family, setting the stage for dramatic developments as they endeavor to unravel the
theft.


