
CHAPTER VII - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter VII of "The Circus Boys on the Mississippi," we journey alongside Phil and
Teddy as they quickly adapt to dramatic changes and unexpected challenges. After a
lightning strike ruins a center pole during their performance, the show perseveres,
showcasing the resilience and swift problem-solving characteristic of circus life. Teddy
becomes an unexpected hero, earning adulation from the audience and his peers by
preventing a potential disaster and swiftly manages an amusing crowd during the
chaos.

Following the spectacle, the circus swiftly dismantles and prepares to relocate,
embodying the transient and dynamic essence of circus life. The logistical feat of
moving the circus onto boats, particularly under Mr. Sparling's vigilant supervision,
highlights the meticulous organization and strength behind the scenes. Each boat's
readiness, including the "Little Nemo," "Fat Marie," and "River Queen," illustrates the
efficiency and preparedness of the circus crew, establishing a sense of community and
teamwork that underpins the spectacle.

Phil and Teddy's camaraderie is further explored through their light-hearted banter
and mutual support, illustrating the deep bonds formed within the circus family. Their
conversation provides a glimpse into their personalities, with Teddy's humorous
exaggeration and Phil's more reasoned demeanor complementing each other
perfectly. The chapter captures the essence of their friendship, underscored by shared
experiences and understanding.

The narrative also delicately balances humor with the gravity of their circumstances.
Teddy's interaction with Mr. Sparling, where he jests about his own size and



contributions, mirrors the unique relationships within the circus, where valor, humor,
and humility intertwine.

As they settle into their new quarters on the "Fat Marie," the boys are pleasantly
surprised by their accommodations. Their appreciation for Mr. Sparling's gestures,
from the well-equipped cabin to the thoughtful inclusion of writing materials,
underscores a theme of gratitude and recognition within their transient lifestyle.
Teddy's focus on the ostrich egg he plans to eat adds a layer of humor and normalcy
to their extraordinary lives, while Phil's contemplation of their situation reflects a
mature gratitude for their circumstances.

This chapter encapsulates the adventure, unpredictability, and camaraderie of circus
life, set against the backdrop of their journey down the Mississippi. It showcases the
relentless spirit of the Circus Boys and their circus family, adept at navigating both
literal and metaphorical storms with grace, humor, and an unbreakable bond.


