
MY LAST CHANCE

In "My Last Chance" from the "Dolly Dialogues", the narrative unfolds with Mrs. Hilary
Musgrave giving the protagonist, presumably Mr. Carter, a forthright ultimatum. This
represents his final opportunity to impress and engage with a suitable match,
described as a very nice, pretty girl with a considerable fortune. Mrs. Hilary's patience
is thin; she mandates success this time or vows to cease her efforts. The girl in
question, Miss Sophia Milton, is described as possessing a slight north-country accent,
a fondness for piano and Browning, attributing to her a cultured persona.

Their initial interaction is awkward. Attempts to find common ground through
discussions on the theatre, art, literature, and even horse racing result in dead ends,
highlighting their diverging interests and tastes. However, a breakthrough occurs when
they stumble onto the topic of politics, finding mutual agreement on conservative
values and the importance of guiding and educating voters on the significant issues
facing the Empire.

The dialogue takes an amusing turn when Carter misinterprets Milton's mention of
distributing election pamphlets as an illegal bribe, comically offering tea as a
codeword. The misunderstanding escalates briefly before they manage to reconcile
their views, once again finding common ground. As they delve deeper into their
political and social stances, they comfortably align, suggesting a bridging of their initial
differences.

The encounter concludes with an intriguing twist: As Miss Milton condemns the
irresponsible behaviors of a certain man approaching 40, whom Carter begins to pity
and express curiosity about, the unexpected arrival of Robert Dinnerly, Carter's friend,
intertwines their conversation with reality. Dinnerly's entrance and the realization that
the mysterious, criticized man might be closer to Carter than Milton realizes, injects an



element of irony and humor into the narrative, leaving the dialogue hanging with
anticipation of the next revelation.

The chapter cleverly explores themes of societal expectations, the pursuit of suitable
matrimonial matches, and the humorous mishaps that can occur in the intricate dance
of social interactions, all while weaving in a critique of the upper-class lifestyle and the
political engagement of the day.


