
CHAPTER IV - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter IV of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," titled "Their Curiosity Aroused,"
Mr. Sparling engages in a light-hearted yet mysterious conversation with Phil, one of
the Circus Boys. Mr. Sparling teases Phil about the circus's secret travel plans, which
he's been keeping under wraps even from his closest show associates, including Phil.
The dialogue reveals Mr. Sparling's significant trust and reliance on Phil's judgment,
hinting at the boy's growing importance within the circus organization.

As they speak in Mr. Sparling's private tent, discussions shift from the speculation
surrounding the show's unusual route, designed to outmaneuver competing circuses,
to personal and philosophical musings about life, the circus business, and personal
growth. Mr. Sparling, reminiscing about his past as a drummer boy for the South
during the Civil War, bridges a connection between his and Phil's love for the "Sunny
South." This personal revelation leads to a deeper bond between them, showcasing Mr.
Sparling's fondness and respect for Phil.

Further into their conversation, Mr. Sparling praises Phil for his exceptional
performance on the flying trapeze, acknowledging his potential in the circus industry.
Yet, amidst the praise, there exists a moment of career counseling where Mr. Sparling
suggests Phil reconsider the benefits of college education against the practical
experience he is gaining in the show business.

The chapter subtly progresses to unveil Mr. Sparling's plan to undertake a
groundbreaking and secretive movement that has kept even the most curious like Phil
in suspense. This act of strategic secrecy is aimed not just at creating a surprise for
the circus community but also at strengthening the competitive edge of Sparling's



circus. Towards the end of their conversation, Mr. Sparling hints at a significant change
about to unfold in Phil's routine with the circus, intriguing Phil and leaving him
pondering what the future holds.

This chapter, rich in character development and foreshadowing, sets the stage for the
unfolding narrative, highlighting themes of trust, ambition, and the everlasting bonds
crafted in the unique world of the circus.


