
CHAPTER XIII - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter XIII of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi" titled "A Narrow Escape,"
despite a tumultuous performance, Phil showcases an incredible act of bravery and
skill. The chapter opens with Phil performing a daring circus maneuver that nearly
goes awry when Dimples, another performer, risks a dangerous fall. Phil's quick
thinking and knowledge of circus gymnastics prevent a tragedy, allowing Dimples to
land safely. However, Phil himself isn't so fortunate. He takes a risky fall, landing on his
head and face, stirring immediate concern among the circus members, including the
show’s owner, Mr. Sparling, and Dimples, who rushes to his side.

As Phil insists he's fine despite his injuries, the focus shifts to a beloved circus horse,
Jim, who has seriously injured his leg during the chaos, leading to a somber revelation
that the animal's performance days are over. Phil, deeply connected to Jim, proposes a
respectful but heartbreaking solution for Jim's inevitable suffering, masking the
severity of the situation from the audience to maintain the show's flow. Even in the
face of personal pain and the loss of Jim, Phil and Dimples prioritize the circus and its
continuance, displaying professionalism and dedication.

In a later conversation with Mr. Sparling, Phil contemplates the nature of the accident,
hinting at something more sinister behind it. He reflects on his circus journey,
expressing gratitude for the opportunities Mr. Sparling provided, shifting from potential
tragedy to a warm moment of mutual respect and admiration between the showman
and his star performer.

The chapter concludes with Phil investigating the cause of Jim's injury alongside Teddy,
another circus boy. They discover a clue in the sawdust, implying sabotage, which
adds a layer of mystery and intrigue to the narrative. The chapter encapsulates



themes of courage, loyalty, and the harsh realities behind the spectacle of circus life,
all while setting the stage for further developments in the story.


