
CHAPTER II - The Circus Boys on the

Mississippi

In Chapter II of "The Circus Boys On the Mississippi," tension erupts in the dressing
tent when Mr. Miaco, the head clown and long-time ally of the Circus Boys, Phil and
Teddy, intervenes in a physical altercation. Teddy, having previously angered the
clown Diaz, becomes the initial focus of conflict, which Phil inadvertently escalates by
getting involved. Despite Phil's attempts to downplay the situation, Miaco sternly
warns Diaz against further aggression, highlighting the boys' esteemed reputation
within the circus and threatening Diaz with dismissal should Mr. Sparling, the show's
manager, learn of the incident.

As performance time nears, the urgency to prepare overrides the chaos, shifting focus
back to the evening's show. Within their acts, the boys demonstrate their versatile
talents: Teddy performs an array of acts, including riding his donkey January, while Phil
shines as a star in the flying trapeze and center ring bareback riding. Amid these
showcases, the lingering threat from Diaz looms, with Miaco advising caution.

The highlight of the evening centers around January, Teddy's donkey, and an act
designed to challenge audience members to stay atop the stubborn animal for
monetary reward. The spectacle unfolds with comedic failure until Manuel, Diaz’s
assistant, volunteers, leading to an uproarious sequence of failed attempts to unseat
him. Despite January's vehement efforts, Manuel's determination starkly contrasts the
animal's usual dominance, creating a memorable moment for the audience and
illustrating the unpredictable nature of circus life.

This encounter encapsulates the chapter's themes of camaraderie, loyalty, and the
perpetual challenges and unpredictability inherent in circus life. It underscores the
relationship dynamics within the circus community, illustrated through conflict



resolution, performance preparation, and the thrill of the show, all while hinting at
underlying tensions and upcoming adventures.


