
Living

"Just Folks" delivers a poignant reflection on the essence of living and the merits of
generosity, presented through two luminous sections, "Living" and "On Being Broke."

"Living" initiates a contemplative inquiry into the value of life when not punctuated by
noble deeds or significant accomplishments. It questions the trepidation associated
with departing from life if the future does not hold the promise of impactful actions or
if all notable achievements reside in the bygone days. The verse eloquently argues
that life's worth is not measured by its duration but by its contributions and the legacy
of positive actions. It venerates the individual who, though may pass away young,
does so in the pursuit of a lofty goal, affirming that sacrificing oneself for a profound
cause bestows true meaning to life.

"On Being Broke" shifts the focus to the theme of financial adversity, framing it not as
a misfortune but as a potential testament to one's altruism. The narrator professes an
unfazed disposition towards empty pockets if the cause of their emptiness is the joy
and happiness of children. It articulates a philosophy where the sting of poverty is
mitigated by the nobility of its reasons—deriving satisfaction not from wealth but from
the smiles and contentment procured for others. It delineates a stance that financial
ruin, borne from self-indulgence, is lamentable, yet impoverishment for the sake of
others’ happiness is laudable. Through introspective musings on splurging for the
delight of loved ones, the piece champions the virtue of selfless expenditure.

Together, these sections weave a coherent narrative on evaluating one's life and
financial state through the prism of societal contribution and personal sacrifice. It
conveys that significance in life emanates from acts of service and the joy bestowed
upon others, rather than the accumulation of years or wealth. The chapters
encapsulate a profound message: the true richness of living lies in enhancing the lives
around us, and the true measure of wealth is the happiness we can spread.


