
MY SEVENTH STAGE

In "The Autobiography of a Slander," the seventh stage unfolds with a dramatic turn of
events set against the backdrop of September's sunny disposition in England and the
contrasting stern atmosphere of St. Petersburg, Russia. The chapter begins with the
simultaneous departure of Sigismund Zaluski to Russia, following an urgent summon
by his uncle, and the travel of the slanderous letter to its Russian destination. Zaluski,
who was at the Morleys' in Muddleton, departs with a promise to return in a fortnight
to his fiancée, Gertrude, leaving behind his belongings and hopes of a quick resolve to
his engagement.

Upon reaching St. Petersburg, the letter becomes part of Dmitry Leonoff's busy
correspondence, quickly disregarded and forgotten amidst his workload, only to
resurface inadvertently as a potent source of misunderstanding. The Leonoff
household faces a terrifying police raid driven by the suspicion of revolutionary
activities, a standard yet baseless procedure fueled by the era's pervasive paranoia
towards dissent. Despite Dmitry's clear innocence and the absence of any subversive
evidence, he experiences the harsh reality of unwarranted detention under the
relentless machinery of the Tsar's regime. The narrative highlights the commonality of
such "misunderstandings" within the oppressive climate of the time, emphasizing the
blend of fear and resignation that governed the lives of the people.

His eventual release exposes the relentless yet futile search for subversion within
innocent citizens' lives, mirroring the broader societal injustices. The chapter
intricately weaves the personal turmoil of Zaluski, awakened and bewildered by a
similar raid while dreaming of his peaceful life in England, juxtaposed against the
harsh and absurd reality of his homeland. Through Zaluski's disbelief and indignation,
the narrative captures the stark differences between his idyllic life in England and the
invasive suspicions in Russia, setting a tone of irony and critique towards the



unwarranted intrusions by the state.

This stage of the slander’s journey underscores the indiscriminate and destructive
nature of rumors, showcasing how easily they can entangle lives in unnecessary
hardships. The chapter paints a vivid contrast between the tranquility of Muddleton
and the unsettling undercurrents of St. Petersburg, encapsulating the broader theme
of innocence ensnared by the baseless assumptions that thrive in oppressive regimes.
Through the transformative journey of the slander, the author delves deeper into the
societal impacts of misinformation, exploring the personal and collective chaos it
engenders in a narrative that is both engaging and reflective of greater truths.


