
CHAPTER IX -Tom Swift and His

Electric Locomotive

Chapter IX of "Tom Swift and His Electric Locomotive" unfolds a night full of suspense
and action. Tom Swift, keen to secure his innovations from potential espionage, enacts
a layer of security within his home by setting a burglar alarm. His prompt actions are
triggered by the suspicion of an intruder, leading him to safeguard a crucial portfolio in
the house's safe. Despite taking precautions, Tom faces the unnerving reality of being
locked out of his own house, underlining the urgency of the situation compounded by
inclement weather and his scant attire of shirt, trousers, and felt slippers.

The narrative tension escalates as Tom Swift discovers that the intruder's presence is
near yet invisible in the shadowy exterior, prompting a silent alarm that should have
roused Koku, his giant servant and protector, who unexpectedly does not respond. This
omission in Koku's usually vigilant nature spurs Swift to investigate further, revealing a
distressing scene: Koku immobilized, a victim of chloroform, illustrating the lengths to
which the adversaries will go to gain the upper hand.

Tom's realization that the enemy managed not only to infiltrate his house but also to
neutralize Koku without arousing suspicion highlights the sophistication and danger
posed by these foes, who are linked to rival industrial interests. Despite the initial
fright and the precarious position it places him in, Tom's quick thinking and resilience
shine through as he navigates the situation, understanding the gravity of the threats
against him and his work.

The chapter concludes with Tom taking more stringent security measures,
underscoring the narrative of espionage and industrial sabotage that runs through the
story. His decision to employ a bodyguard and investigate further into the identity and
motives of the encroaching spy amplifies the stakes, as it becomes evident that the



battle for supremacy in technological advancements is fraught with peril beyond the
confines of innovation and creativity. This chapter, thus, sets a darker tone for the
challenges Tom Swift must overcome in his journey, emphasizing the constant
vigilance required to protect one’s intellectual and physical assets in a rapidly evolving
world.


